
 1 

                      Volume 7, Number 12
                December 2009 
 

  

Inside This Issue 

Introduction 1 

News and Calendar 2 

New In Texana 9 

 
Websites 

 
11 

 

 Note: the South Texas Researcher is also now available at 
http://www.mysapl.org/texana.aspx on the San Antonio Public Library’s web site.  
Backfiles will soon be added. 

 
Please remember that the purpose of this newsletter is to keep librarians, 

historians, archivists, genealogists, archæologists, and those in other allied fields 
informed of what is going on that may be helpful in these fields so they may pass 
this information on to other interested parties in their locations.    
                                                                                                                  

                                                                                              

I am willing to include important events or acquisitions from other areas, in some 
instances, if they may be of particular usefulness to those in our area. News from 
our neighboring Mexican states of Tamaulipas, Nuevo Leon, and Coahuila would 
also be welcome.  

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

South Texas is being broadly 
defined as beginning in Val Verde 
County in the west; moving east 
to Austin (Travis County); and 
then southeast through Caldwell, 
Lavaca, Jackson, and Calhoun 
counties to the Gulf of Mexico. 

If you have items you or your organization would like others to know about, please e-mail 
the  address at the end  of this newsletter. 
Feel free to forward this communication to anyone who might be interested.  

Thank you! 

 

South Texas 
Researcher 

SAN ANTONIO PUBIC LIBRARY  

Introduction 
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 Texana/Genealogy Class Schedule 
San Antonio Public Library 

 
 
Programs are free and held at the San Antonio Central Library, 
600 Soledad, San Antonio, Texas, 78205.   
E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov 
 
To register (so we have enough handouts) or for information please 
call the  Texana/Genealogy Department at (210) 207-2500 (ask for 
Texana) or E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov  

 
 

 
There are no classes scheduled for December.  

For information on future classes, call 210-207-2500 and ask for 
Texana/Genealogy or email genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov.  

 
 
 
 5 January 2010 class,  2:00-3:30 p.m. 
 

Beginning Your Family History with the Internet 
This workshop will cover the basics of searching the internet for family history 
materials and listservs, how to evaluate these sites, where to find downloadable 
forms, how-to-sites, and other important information. 

 This class is limited in size so please register by calling or emailing the 
above address. 

 
 
 
 

News and Calendar of Events  
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The Texana/Genealogy department now has a presence on the San Antonio Public 
Library’s website, www.mysapl.org. Go to the website, click on “Services,” and 
scroll down to Texana/Genealogy. There you will find our blog, back issues of the 
South Texas Researcher (directly at http://www.mysapl.org/texana.aspx), our 
upcoming classes, and some of our “guides.” 
 
 The Library Guides are subject bibliographies with a current twist—
databases, websites, event schedule, blogs, as well as books. The department now 
has the following guides on the library’s website under “Resources.”  
 
Civil War 
Death 
Family History 
Hispanic Genealogical research 
Jewish Genealogy 
Local History  
Special Collections 
Texas History 
The Wild West 
 
The Friends of Texana/Genealogy are also on Facebook. So, you may keep up with 
the Friends of Texana/Genealogy and the department by becoming a “friend.” There 
is a video on the difference between primary and secondary sources, and pictures 
from our collection of illuminated manuscript pages, photographs of the 1921 flood, 
photographs from one of our lock-ins, and World War I posters. See you there. 
 
As many of you have heard the hours Texana/Genealogy will be open to the public 
have been reduced to forty hours a week. Here are our hours beginning 1 October 
2009. 
 

Monday closed 
Tuesday Noon-8:00 
Wednesday 9:00-5:00 
Thursday Noon-8:00 
Friday 9:00-5:00 
Saturday 9:00-5:00 
Sunday closed 

 
The following displays may be seen currently in Texana/Genealogy.  
German Texan Heritage 
Family History Month  
Texas Archaeology Awareness Month/Native American History Month  
Texas Natural Wonders 

 

Texana/Genealogy News 
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Los Bexareños Genealogy Society 

 
 Meetings are normally held at 9:30 a.m. every first Saturday of the month on 
the first floor, Main Auditorium, of the San Antonio Public Library, 600 Soledad 
Street, San Antonio, Texas. Visitors are always welcome to attend.  Membership is 
not required.  Speakers at the meetings are people with a passion for history, 
professional historians, genealogists, archaeologists and researchers.        

               
Meeting Date: December 5, 2009  
Speaker: Larry Kirkpatrick 
Topic: Hispanic Genealogy and Manifest Destiny, its myth, historical effects, and 
implications for today. It will also include Borderlands History, and Spanish 
Archives in Texas  
 
 Larry Kirkpatrick has been a long time member of Los Bexarenos Genealogical 
Society.. He is the key individual responsible for the publication of all of our books. 
In addition he is a noted genealogist and researcher in the fields of history and 
genealogy. He has served in a variety of positions in the Society.  

 
 

Help for the beginning genealogist. 
 The Society assists individuals in getting started with genealogical research through 
beginner's workshops.  Beginners also receive assistance from the more experienced 
members of the Society. Currently we are offering assistance by appointment only 
and on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month between the hours of 10:00am and 
2:00pm at the following location: 
 
The San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society 
 911 Melissa Drive, San Antonio, TX 78213 
Contact one of the following individuals by email or phone to schedule an 
appointment: 
Dennis Moreno  210-647-5607  dennis.moreno@sbcglobal.net 
Yolanda Patino  210-434-3530  patinogil@sbcglobal.net 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Witte Museum 
3801 Broadway 

San Antonio, Texas 78209 
(210) 357-1900 

 

Lonesome Dove: Photos by Bill Wittliff 
Piper Memorial Wing 

19 September through 3 January 2010 

 

Colors on Clay: Pottery in San Antonio 
19 September through 21 March 2010 

 

 
McNay Art Museum 

6000 North New Braunfels 
San Antonio, Texas  78209 

(210) 824-5368 
            
Reclaimed:  

Paintings from the Collection of Jacques Goudstikker 
7 October through 10 January 2010 

 

The Harmon and Harriet Kelley Collection of  
African American Art:  

Works on Paper  
23 September through 3 January 2010 

______________________________________________________________ 

 
San Antonio Museum of Art 

200 West Jones Ave 
San Antonio, TX  78215 

(210) 978-8100 
 

Culinary Delights 
5 September 2009  – 21 February 2010 

 
The Arts of the Missions of Northern New Spain: 1600-1821 

17 October 2009  – 3 January 2010 
 

News and Calendar of Events  



 6 

 
New hours for State Historical Library & Archives 

Reading Rooms 
Adjustments at Des Moines and Iowa City facilities go into effect  

Dec. 8, 2009 
 
DES MOINES – The State Historical Society of Iowa today announced new hours 
beginning next month for the State Historical Library & Archives Reading Rooms in Des 
Moines and Iowa City. 
 
The Reading Rooms will be open to the public 12:30-4:30 p.m. Tuesday-Friday and 9 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Saturday; closed Sunday, Monday and official state holidays. The new hours go 
into effect Dec. 8, 2009. 
 
The Reading Rooms – located at the State Historical Building, 600 E. Locust Street in Des 
Moines, and at the Centennial Building, 402 Iowa Avenue in Iowa City – will continue to 
be open to the public 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, closed Sunday, Monday and 
official state holidays, through Dec. 7, 2009. 
 
The change in hours stems from a 10 percent across-the-board reduction in state 
appropriations for Fiscal Year 2010. 
 
“While this is a difficult decision, this adjustment will help us meet our 10 percent budget 
reduction and still be able to serve the public,” Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs 
Director Cyndi Pederson said. “It does mean, however, that genealogists, historians and 
other researchers will have fewer hours to access materials and interact one-on-one with 
staff at the Library and Archives.” 
 
The State Historical Library offers a wide variety of materials to the public, including: 
 

•         Books and periodicals ranging from general history books, plat maps and 
genealogy resources to cemetery surveys, biographies and memoirs. 

•         Newspapers from 1836 to the present representing all of Iowa’s 99 counties, and 
access to NewspaperARCHIVE, an archive of millions of on-line historical 
newspaper pages dating back to 1700. 

•         County government records, which include marriage, birth and death certificates; 
naturalization papers; and land deeds. 

•         Manuscripts, Audio-Visual and Map Collections that feature personal papers, and 
records of organizations such as schools, churches, clubs, businesses and labor 
unions. Other items include diaries, letters and photographs as well as audio, film, 
video and oral history collections. 

•         State and federal census records dating to 1838. 
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The State Archives, which represents a public trust and is an advocate for openness and 
accountability in state government, works to ensure the essential records created by state 
government are maintained and available to the public. The State Archives contains records 
that document all facets of the state’s history, including:  
 

•         Records of the office of the Governor and Lt. Governor. 
•         Records of the Iowa General Assembly from the Iowa Territory to present. 
•         Records of various state agencies that are maintained permanently for their historic 

value. 
•         Military Records, including the records of the Iowa Adjutant General from the 

territorial period to 1915, which includes the military records of Iowa regiments 
that fought in the Mexican War, Civil War and Spanish-American War. Major 
record series include correspondence, military reports, muster rolls, roster books 
and volunteer enlistments. 

 
Other military records in the State Archives collections include the following: 
 

•         Grand Army of the Republic Post Minutes & Roster Books, which include 
information on Union soldiers who served in the Civil War from other states and 
later belonged to Iowa G.A.R. posts. An index to G.A.R. members and membership 
cards, compiled in the 1930s, are available on microfilm.  

•         Bonus Board Case Files, which record military bonuses paid by the State Bonus 
Board for military service from World War I through Vietnam, are being acquired 
by the State Archives. 

•         World War I and World War II Casualty Files, which contain photographs and 
compiled service records of men who enlisted from Iowa and died during wartime, 
are available.  

•         Armed Forces Grave Registration Records, which contain information on veterans 
of the U.S. military buried in Iowa. The series may include genealogical 
information as well as data pertaining to military service and place of burial. The 
earliest graves registered are those of Revolutionary War soldiers buried in Iowa 
and the latest are for veterans who died in 1998.  

 
More information about the State Historical Society of Iowa is available at 
www.iowahistory.org or by calling 515-281-5111. 
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San Antonio Genealogical and Historical Society   

PO Box 790087        San Antonio TX 78279-0087 

Telephone:   210-342-5242   Email:  saghs@sbcglobal.net 
 

See the Society’s web page (http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txsaghs2/) for 
membership information. Non-members may use the library for $5.00 a visit. 
 
Library hours: 

• Monday 10am-4pm 
• Wednesday 10am-9pm 
• Saturday10am-4pm 
• Sunday 1pm-5pm 

 

 

The San Antonio Civil War Roundtable 
 
(SACWRT) is a non-profit group that promotes the study of the American “Civil War”. 
Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month at the Hungry Horse Restaurant, 
12333 West Avenue to discuss topics about the War.  The group gathers at 6 p.m. to eat and 
visit, with the speaker and discussion at 7 p.m.  Meetings also include a raffle and a trivia 
quiz.  
We are seeking new members.  Please visit one of the meetings to see if this group might be 
of interest to you.  Annual dues are $20 for an individual and $25 for a family.  For further 
information contact Russ Lane at 491-0676 or by email russlanerok@aol.com. 
If you are interested in joining, send your check, made payable to the San Antonio Civil 
War Round Table, to Ken Magee, Treasurer, 913 Country Meadow, San Antonio, TX 
78253. 
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“The ‘Battle’ at Pease River and the Question of Reliable Sources in the Recapture of 
Cynthia Ann Parker.” Southwestern Historical Quarterly, 113: 1 (July 2009): 33-52. 
 
“Plain Folk, Planters, and the Complexities of Southern Society: Kinship Ties in 
Nineteenth-Century Northwest Louisiana and Northeast Texas.” Southwestern Historical 

Quarterly, 113: 1 (July 2009): 1-31. 
 

“Touched with a Sunset: The Letters of Terrell Maverick and Walter Prescott Webb.” 
Southwestern Historical Quarterly, 113: 1 (July 2009): 54-86. 
 
Letters of Nimrod Newton Nash. 1861-1863 – Company I, 13th Mississippi Regiment. Leon 

Hunters Dispatch, 30:1 (Winter 2009): 4-41. 
 
The 1862 Union occupation of Athens, Alabama.  Alabama Heritage: # 93 (Summer 2009): 
20-29. 
 
African American cemeteries in Alabama.  Alabama Heritage: # 93 (Summer 2009): 8-19. 
 

 Articles on William Johnson. New York History, 89:2 (Spring 2009): almost entire issue. 
 
 New York during the 1860s. Citizen’s Companion, 16:5 (August 2009): 32-41. 
 
 An African American woman’s perspective on the Civil War. Citizen’s Companion, 16:5 
 (August 2009): 11-13.  

 

“The ‘Theatre of His Hospitality’: First Families o Horne Plantation, 1659-1700. Maryland 

Historical Magazine: 104:3 (Fall 2009): 228-271. 
 
“The Origins of Mob Town: Social Division and Racial Conflict in the Baltimore Riots of 
1812.” Maryland Historical Magazine: 104:3 (Fall 2009): 272-301. 

 
“Honor and Theater: Booth, the Lincoln Conspirators, and the Maryland Connection”  
Maryland Historical Magazine: 104:3 (Fall 2009): 302-325. 
 

“Abolishing the Slave Trades: Ironies and Reverberations.” The William and Mary 

Quarterly, Third Series, 66:4 (October 2009): entire issue. 
 

“A Safe Haven for Witches? Colonial New York’s Politics and Relations with New 
England in the 1690s.” New York History, 90: ½ (Winter/Spring 2009): 37-57. 
 
“Early Land Leases in the Cherry Valley Patent, 1743-1851.” New York History, 90: ½ 
(Winter/Spring 2009): 59-77. 
 

“Intimate Networks and Children’s Survival in New Netherland in the Seventeenth 
Century.” Early American Studies, 7:2 (Fall 2009): 270-308. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Journal Articles of Interest 
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EARLY AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS 
 
 These titles are available in Texana/Genealogy. 
 
Boston Gazette (MA)       1719-1798 
The Bullion (Socorro, NM)      1883-1889 
Carolina Spartan (Spartansburg, SC)     1849-1876 
Centinel of the Northwest (Cincinnati, OHIO)   1793-1796 
Harper’s Weekly (NY)      1857-1916 
Independent  (NY)       1849-1928 
Independent Monitor (Tuscaloosa, AL)    1840-1846,  

1847-1855, 
1857-1867 

Lancaster Intelligencer and Weekly Advertiser (Lancaster, PA) 1823-1877 
Lancaster Journal (Lancaster, PA)     1796-1836 
Leslie’s Weekly (NY)       1856-1922 
Lexington Gazette (KY)      1793-1844 
Liberator (Boston) (Abolitionist)     1831-1865 
Military Monitor and American Register (NY)   1812-1814 
Mobile Register (AL)       1846-1865 
National Era (D.C.) (Abolitionist)     1847-1860 
National Police Gazette (NY)      1845-1906 
New Orleans Bee (LA)      1827-1864 
New Orleans Picayune (LA) (Genealogical Abstracts)(fiche) 1837-1841 
New York Gazette and Weekly Register (NY)   1752-1783 
Niles National Register (D.C.)     1811-1849 
Parkersburg Gazette (WV)      1841-1857, 
         1869-1872 
Pittsburgh Gazette (PA)      1786-1834 
Richmond Daily Whig (VA)      1860-1865 
Richmond Whig & Public Advertiser (VA)    1835-1861, 
         1865-1874 
Southern Confederacy (Atlanta, GA)     1861-1865 
 

 
 

Research in Texana/Genealogy 
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The Daughters of the American Revolution  
Genealogical Research System 

http://www.dar.org/library/online_research.cfm 
 
After nearly a decade of scanning, indexing, and other  
behind-the-scenes work by DAR members and employees, the Daughters of the American 
Revolution is pleased to announce the availability of the DAR Genealogical Research 
System on our public website. 
 
The GRS is a growing collection of databases that provide access to  
many materials collected by the DAR over the past 119 years. Included  
in this collection of databases is the GRC National Index which has  
been available to researchers for the past few years. There are still  
some kinks we're working out here and there.   
When you go to the link above, you will find several tabs that will  
enable searching in the various databases:  
 
Ancestor -- established DAR Revolutionary War Ancestors and basic  
information about them with listings of the applications submitted by  
descendants who joined the DAR [updated daily]  
 
Member -- limited access to information on deceased/former DAR members  
-- not current members.  
 
Descendants -- index of generations in applications between the DAR  
member and the Revolutionary War ancestor. There is much eighteenth  
and nineteenth-century information here. [ongoing indexing project]  
 
GRC – every name index to 20,000 typescript volumes (some still being  
indexed) of genealogical records such as cemeteries, Bibles, etc. This  
index is not limited to the period of the American Revolution at all.  
Resources [In particular, the digitized DAR Library Revolutionary  
Pension Extract Card Index and the Analytical Index Cards. Other  
information sources will be coming in the near future, mostly relating  
to Revolutionary War service, bibliographies, /Forgotten Patriots/  
(updates), etc. Read the introductions to these to learn why these are  
both important genealogical indexes. For example, the Rev. War pension  
index includes the names of people mentioned in those pensions that  
were abstracted (not just the pensioner or widow)!!!!]  
 
Library Catalog -- our book, periodical, and manuscript holdings  
Each of these has interrelated content, and a description of each is  
given more fully on the website. You will notice restricted  
information in many search results. This is the result of a concerted  
effort to protect the identity of our members while providing  
historical genealogical information to researchers.  
 
The national numbers of members (without the names of living members)  
given in the search results are needed to order copies of applications  
and supplemental applications. They do not lead online researchers to  
any other information about the member.  

Websites 
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Southern Presbyterian History Archives 
http://www.ctsnet.edu/Library/ArchivesOnlineCatalog.aspx  
 
The Special Collections and Archives department of Campbell Library at Columbia 
Theological Seminary is pleased to announce the launch of a new archives online 
catalog providing public access to records of archival holdings relating to Southern 
Presbyterian history.  In 2007 the seminary received records of over 800 
congregations, 500 individuals and 80 presbyteries which were formerly located at 
the Presbyterian Historical Society in Montreat, NC.  The collections include 
primarily materials from the Southern Stream of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and 
its predecessor bodies.  The Southern Stream is identified as Alabama, Arkansas, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, West Virginia, and Virginia.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Published by: Texana/Genealogy Department 
San Antonio Public Library 
600 Soledad 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 210-207-2500   
e-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov 

 
Please submit information and articles to the above e-mail. 
For the   January 2010 issue by 15 December  

February 2010 issue by 15 January 
March 2010 issue by 15 February 
 


