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 Note: the South Texas Researcher is also now available at 
http://www.mysapl.org/texana.aspx on the San Antonio Public Library’s web site.  
Backfiles will soon be added. 

 
Please remember that the purpose of this newsletter is to keep librarians, 

historians, archivists, genealogists, archæologists, and those in other allied fields 
informed of what is going on that may be helpful in these fields so they may pass 
this information on to other interested parties in their locations.    
                                                                                                                  

                                                                                              

I am willing to include important events or acquisitions from other areas, in some 
instances, if they may be of particular usefulness to those in our area. News from 
our neighboring Mexican states of Tamaulipas, Nuevo Leon, and Coahuila would 
also be welcome.  

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

South Texas is being broadly 
defined as beginning in Val Verde 
County in the west; moving east 
to Austin (Travis County); and 
then southeast through Caldwell, 
Lavaca, Jackson, and Calhoun 
counties to the Gulf of Mexico. 

If you have items you or your organization would like others to know about, please e-mail 
the  address at the end  of this newsletter. 
Feel free to forward this communication to anyone who might be interested.  

Thank you! 

 

South Texas 
Researcher 

SAN ANTONIO PUBIC LIBRARY  

Introduction 
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 Texana/Genealogy Class Schedule 
San Antonio Public Library 

 
 
Programs are free and held at the San Antonio Central Library, 
600 Soledad, San Antonio, Texas, 78205.   
E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov 
 
To register (so we have enough handouts) or for information please 
call the  Texana/Genealogy Department at (210) 207-2500 (ask for 
Texana) or E-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov  

 
 

 
 5 January 2010 class,  2:00-3:30 p.m. 
 

Beginning Your Family History with the Internet 
This workshop will cover the basics of searching the internet for family 
history materials and listservs, how to evaluate these sites, where to find 
downloadable forms, how-to-sites, and other important information. 

This class is limited to 15 participants so registration is required. Call 210-
207-2500 and ask for Texana/Genealogy or email 
genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov.  

 

2 February 2010 class,  2:00-3:30 p.m. 
 

Ancestry Library Edition 
This collection of databases is available only within the Central Library and 
its branches. This class will look at how the site is organized and effective 
search techniques. It will be compared with HeritageQuest online for content 
and easy of searching. How to print records will also be discussed. 
This class is limited to 15 participants so registration is required. Call 210-
207-2500 and ask for Texana/Genealogy or email 
genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov.  
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The Texana/Genealogy department now has a presence on the San Antonio Public 
Library’s website, www.mysapl.org. Go to the website, click on “Services,” and 
scroll down to Texana/Genealogy. There you will find our blog, back issues of the 
South Texas Researcher (directly at http://www.mysapl.org/texana.aspx), our 
upcoming classes, and some of our “guides.” 
 
 The Library Guides are subject bibliographies with a current twist—
databases, websites, event schedule, blogs, as well as books. The department now 
has the following guides on the library’s website under “Resources.”  
 
Civil War 
Death 
Family History 
Hispanic Genealogical research 
Jewish Genealogy 
Local History  
Special Collections 
Texas History 
The Wild West 
 
The Friends of Texana/Genealogy are also on Facebook. So, you may keep up with 
the Friends of Texana/Genealogy and the department by becoming a “friend.” There 
is a video on the difference between primary and secondary sources, and pictures 
from our collection of illuminated manuscript pages, photographs of the 1921 flood, 
photographs from one of our lock-ins, and World War I posters. See you there. 
 
As many of you have heard the hours Texana/Genealogy will be open to the public 
have been reduced to forty hours a week. Here are our hours beginning 1 October 
2009. 
 

Monday closed 
Tuesday Noon-8:00 
Wednesday 9:00-5:00 
Thursday Noon-8:00 
Friday 9:00-5:00 
Saturday 9:00-5:00 
Sunday closed 

 
The following displays may be seen currently in Texana/Genealogy.  
 
San Antonio Symphony’s 70th anniversary 
Family History  
Texas Natural Wonders 

 

Texana/Genealogy News 
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Los Bexareños Genealogy Society 
 

 Meetings are normally held at 9:30 a.m. every first Saturday of the month on 
the first floor, Main Auditorium, of the San Antonio Public Library, 600 Soledad 
Street, San Antonio, Texas. Visitors are always welcome to attend.  Membership is 
not required.  Speakers at the meetings are people with a passion for history, 
professional historians, genealogists, archaeologists and researchers.        

               
There is no meeting for January 2010.  Instead, the Society is holding an Officer 
Installation and Awards Dinner at the Ft. Sam Houston Golf Clubhouse on January 
23.  Please click here for a reservation form. 

 
 

Help for the beginning genealogist. 
 The Society assists individuals in getting started with genealogical research through 
beginner's workshops.  Beginners also receive assistance from the more experienced 
members of the Society. Currently we are offering assistance by appointment only 
and on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month between the hours of 10:00am and 
2:00pm at the following location: 
 
The San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society 
 911 Melissa Drive, San Antonio, TX 78213 
Contact one of the following individuals by email or phone to schedule an 
appointment: 
Dennis Moreno  210-647-5607  dennis.moreno@sbcglobal.net 
Yolanda Patino  210-434-3530  patinogil@sbcglobal.net 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Witte Museum 
3801 Broadway 

San Antonio, Texas 78209 
(210) 357-1900 

 

 

Colors on Clay: Pottery in San Antonio 
19 September 2009 through 21 March 2010 

 

 
McNay Art Museum 

6000 North New Braunfels 
San Antonio, Texas  78209 

(210) 824-5368 
            
Reclaimed:  

Paintings from the Collection of Jacques Goudstikker 
7 October through 10 January 2010 

 
Recent Acquisitions of Prints and Drawings 

20 January through 14 March 2010 

 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
San Antonio Museum of Art 

200 West Jones Ave 
San Antonio, TX  78215 

(210) 978-8100 
 

Culinary Delights 
5 September 2009  – 21 February 2010 

 
 
 
 

 
 

News and Calendar of Events  



 6 

 
 

 
San Antonio Genealogical and Historical Society   

PO Box 790087        San Antonio TX 78279-0087 

Telephone:   210-342-5242   Email:  saghs@sbcglobal.net 
 

See the Society’s web page (http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txsaghs2/) for 
membership information. Non-members may use the library for $5.00 a visit. 
 
Library hours: 

• Monday 10am-4pm 
• Wednesday 10am-9pm 
• Saturday10am-4pm 
• Sunday 1pm-5pm 

 

 

The San Antonio Civil War Roundtable 
 
(SACWRT) is a non-profit group that promotes the study of the American “Civil War”. 
Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month at the Hungry Horse Restaurant, 
12333 West Avenue to discuss topics about the War.  The group gathers at 6 p.m. to eat and 
visit, with the speaker and discussion at 7 p.m.  Meetings also include a raffle and a trivia 
quiz.  
We are seeking new members.  Please visit one of the meetings to see if this group might be 
of interest to you.  Annual dues are $20 for an individual and $25 for a family.  For further 
information contact Russ Lane at 491-0676 or by email russlanerok@aol.com. 
If you are interested in joining, send your check, made payable to the San Antonio Civil 
War Round Table, to Ken Magee, Treasurer, 913 Country Meadow, San Antonio, TX 
78253. 
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 The following Texas county records are available in the Texana/Genealogy Department of the San 
Antonio Public Library on microfilm. Many other records of these and other Texas counties are available in 
book form. 
 
 

ATASCOSA COUNTY 
 
County Court Minutes 1876-1908  

Deed of Trust Record 1880-1887  

Deed Record 1856-1886  

Marriage Record 1856-1911  

Probate Minutes 1873-1910  

District Court Minutes 1857-1910  

[Naturalization] Declarations Of Intention 1888-1903  

BANDERA  COUNTY 
 
County Court Minutes 1876-1897  
Deed of Trust Record 1874-1892   

Deed Record 1856-1901  

Deed Record 1837-1855; 1878-1906  

Marriage Record 1856-1931  

Probate Minutes 1856-1914  
Probate Record 1874-1883  

Will Record 1878-1913  

BEXAR  COUNTY 
 
Commissioners Court Minutes  (1846-1909) 
County Court Criminal Minutes  (1876-1881) 
Deed Records  (1837-1889) 
Marriage Records 
 Index  (1837-1963) 
 Certificates  (1837-1926) 
Miscellaneous Papers  (1824-1885) 
[Naturalization] Declarations of Intention  (1852-1906) 
Naturalization Papers  (1850-1906) 
Naturalization Records  (1899-1906) 
[Probate] Administration Bond Record  (1848-1882) 
[Probate] Exhibits  (1864-1883) 

Research in Texana/Genealogy 
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Probate Minutes  (1837-1913) 
Probate Record  (1837-1859) 
Will Record  (1865-1883) 
 
District Court Civil Minutes 
 (2,4,14,18,22,23,37th Districts,1836-1907) 
 (45th District, 1889-1907) 
 (57th District, 1899-1907) 
 
Tax Rolls  (1837-1938) 
 

Bexar County Records (Spanish & Mexican Periods) 
 
Contracts, Agreements, and Receipts (1736-1836) 
Land Grants  (1736-1836) 
Lands Outside Bexar  (1778-1833) 
Land Records Miscellaneous  (1755-1842) 
Mission Records  (1736-1836) 
Powers of Attorney  (1770-1836) 
Protocols  (1736-1836) 
Rebel Property  (1813-1819) 
Wills and Estates  (1736-1838) 
 

Bexar Archives 

CAMERON  COUNTY 
 

County Court Civil Minutes, 1867-1910    

Deed of Trust Record, 1882-1892  

Deed Record, 1848-1885  

Marriage Record, 1848-1912  

[Naturalization] Declarations Of Intention, 1876-1930  

 
Probate Minutes, 1848-1912  

DIMMIT  COUNTY 
 

County Court Minutes, 1881-1916  
Deed of Trust Record, 1881-1889  
Deed Record, 1880-1886  
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GILLESPIE  COUNTY 
 
Commissioners Court Minutes, 1850-1889 
County Court Minutes, 1867-1870 
Deed of Trust Record, 1875-1886 
Discharge Record, 1917-1919 
Deed Record, 1850-1901 
[Marriage] Notice of Intention to Marry, 1929-1933 
Marriage Record, 1850-1946 
Probate Minutes, 1850-1936 
 

GONZALES COUNTY  
 
 

County Court Civil Docket, 1867-1869 

Deed Record, 1837-1887 

Marriage Record, 1829-1921 

Naturalization Record, 1903-1906 

Probate Minutes, 1838-1917 

Probate Record, 1838-1857, 1885-1948 

District Court Minutes, 1838-1885 

District Court Final Record, 1838-1845 

[Naturalization] Declarations of Intention, 1906-1929 

Naturalization Record, 1887-1929 

Tax Rolls, 1837-1910 
 

GUADALUPE  COUNTY 
 

District Court Minutes, 1846-1911 

[Naturalization] Declarations of Intention, 1884-1906 
Naturalization Record, 1891-1906 

 
KARNES  COUNTY 

 
County Court Minutes, 1876-1901  
Deed of Trust Record, 1866-1889  
Deed Record, 1855-1886  
Marriage Record, 1865-1910  
Naturalization Record, 1892-1906  
Probate Minutes, 1865-1907  
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KENDALL  COUNTY  

 
Commissioners Court Minutes, 1862-1885  

County Court Minutes, 1899-1906  

Deed Record, 1862-1887 

Marriage Record, 1870-1915  

Probate Minutes, 1862-1908  

 
LA SALLE  COUNTY 

 
Deed Record, 1880-1896 

Marriage Licenses, 1880-1910 

Marriage Record, 1880-1926 

Patent Record, 1881-1888 

Probate Minutes, 1881-1916 

District Court Minutes, 1881-1910 

[Naturalization] Declaration of Intention, 1882-1906 

 
MEDINA  COUNTY 

 
Commissioners Court Minutes, 1848-1853 

County Court Jury Docket, 1867-1868 

County Court Civil Docket, 1876-1908 

County Court Minutes, 1876-1902 

Deed of Trust Record, 1859-1889 

Deed Record, 1848-1886 

Marriage Record, 1848-1917 

Probate Minutes, 1848-1911 

Probate Record, 1873-1877 

District Court Minutes, 1849-1909 

NACOGDOCHES COUNTY  
 

Deed Record, 1835-1887 

Marriage Record, 1837-1918 

[Probate] Administration Bonds, 1838-1895 

[Probate] Petitions and Orders, 1842-1875 

[Probate] Partition Record, 1843-1893 
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Probate Docket, 1866-1879, 1897-1925 

Probate Minutes, 1838-1917 

Will Record, 1845-1903 

Confederate Land Certificates, Applications for, 1881-1882 

[Deeds] Board of Land Commissioners, 1837-1838 

Deeds of Sale, 1826-1838 

Land Contracts, 1826-1836 

Land Given to Soldiers, Record of, 1836-1837 

Land Transfers, 1820-1830 

Marriage Contracts, 1824-1838 

Miscellaneous Records, 1820-1830 

Powers of Attorney, 1826-1836 

Slaves, Record of Sales of, 1820-1830 

Tax Records, 1837-1910 

REFUGIO  COUNTY 
 
Commissioners Court Minutes, 1841-1918 

County Court Minutes, 1881-1922 

Deed of Trust Record, 1881-1892 

Deed Record, 1839-1888 

[Land] Headright Certificates, Affidavits of Citizenship for, 1839-1877 

Marriage Record, 1851-1918 

[Naturalization] Declarations of Intention, 1854-1896 

[Probate] Oaths and Bonds, 1874-1881 

Probate Minutes, 1840-1909 

Tax Records, 1847-1910 

 
VAL VERDE  COUNTY 

 

Marriage Record, 1885-1952 
 

WEBB COUNTY 
 
County Court Criminal Docket, 1883-1887  
County Court Minutes, 1884-1935  
Deed Record, 1848-1887  

Marriage Record, 1852-1909  

Probate Minutes, 1851-1911  
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(Naturalization) Declarations of Intention, 1883-1906  

 
WILSON COUNTY 

 
County Court Civil Minutes, 1895-1915 

County Court Criminal Minutes, Index for volumes 2-10 (actual minutes not filmed) 

Deed of Trust Record, 1877-1888 

Deed Record, 1860-1886 

Marriage Record, 1860-1908 

Probate Minutes, 1862-1914 

District Court Civil Minutes, 1896-1908 

Divorce Minutes, 1893-1897, 1922-1985 

Naturalization Record, 1891-1896, 1903-1924 

Naturalization Petitions, 1891-1906 

Tax Rolls, 1860-1910 

 

ZAVALA  COUNTY 
 

County Court Minutes, 1884-1918  
Deed Of Trust Record, 1884-1901  
Deed Record, 1856-1890  
Deed Record, 1838-1858  
Deed Record, 1874-1883  

Deed Record, 1877  
Marriage Record, 1884-1930  
Patent Record, 1884-1916  
Probate Minutes, 1885-1906  
(Probate) Will Record, 1884-1975  
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Newseum:  Today’s Front Pages 
http://www.newseum.org/todaysfrontpages/flash/ 
Read the front pages of today’s newspapers across the U.S. and around the world. 
 

World War I Postcards Online (from the Bowman Gray Collection.) 

http://www.lib.unc.edu/dc/graypc  
 
Approximately 2,000 postcards from the First World War made their internet debut 
on Veterans’ Day 2009 on the web site of the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill Library.  The postcards, drawn from the Bowman Gray Collection of 
World Wars I and II in the Rare Book Collection of the Wilson Special Collections 
Library, are the first of nearly 6,400 that the library plans to digitize by June 2010.  
The digitized postcard collection, when completed, will be the largest such 
presentation on the web. 
 

How to Apply the Genealogical Proof Standard  
to Your Family Tree 
http://genealogy.about.com/cs/citing/a/proof.htm 
A brief  but essential article by Kimberly Powell advising on how to ensure the 
results  of your genealogical research are sound, based on Genealogical Proof 
Standard of the US Board for Certification of Genealogists, with explanations of the 
different types of genealogical evidence. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Published by: Texana/Genealogy Department 
San Antonio Public Library 
600 Soledad 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 210-207-2500   
e-mail: genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov 

 
Please submit information and articles to the above e-mail. 
For the   February 2010 issue by 15 January 

March 2010 issue by 15 February 
April 2010 issue by 15 March 
 

Websites 


