August 17 – September 13, 2014

DIRECTOR’S OFFICE
On Wednesday, August 20, Library Director Ramiro Salazar attended the San Antonio Public Library
Foundation Executive Committee and delivered a report on the Library. That afternoon, Ramiro Salazar
attended the City Council Budget Work Session and delivered a report to City Council regarding the
Library’s Budget.
Library Director Ramiro Salazar, Assistant Library Director Dale McNeill, Community and Public Relations
Manager Caitlin Cowart, Branch Services Coordinator Joel Bangilan and Library Services Administrator
Candelaria Mendoza met with staff from the Mayor’s Office on August 21 regarding the Mayor’s Book
Club. A follow-up meeting took place on September 10. Plans are underway at the Library to develop
programming and events to support the Mayor’s Book Club.
On Saturday, September 23, Assistant Library Director Dale McNeill, Community and Public Relations
Manager Caitlin Cowart and Executive Assistant Jessica Ramos attended the Library Board of Trustees’
Naming Committee public meeting.
The Latino Leadership for the Library Committee of the San Antonio Public Library Foundation sponsored
the 2014 Alfredo Cisneros Del Moral Foundation Award reception, held in the Latino Collection area at
Central Library on August 27, 2014. Library Director Ramiro Salazar delivered welcoming remarks.
Library Director Ramiro Salazar was invited by Sari Feldman, American Library Association President, to join
her ALA’s Presidential Advisory Committee. The Committee, consisting of Library leaders across the
County, will meet in Cuyahoga County Public Library in Cleveland, Ohio on September 3, 2014 to develop an
action program for Sari Feldman’s presidential initiatives. ALA covered all related expenses to attend this
committee meeting.
On September 9, the Library and Transportation and Capital Improvement Departments, in conjunction
with the Councilman’s Office, hosted construction launch the new Encino Branch Library. District 9
Councilman Krier, Library Director Ramiro Salazar and transportation and Capital Improvement Director
Mike Frisbie delivered remarks during the event.
Library Director Ramiro Salazar met with District 7 Councilwoman Mari Aguirre-Rodriguez on September
11 regarding the Woodlawn Lake Community Room. Parks and Recreation Director Xavier Urrutia also
participated in the meeting.
Assistant Director Dale McNeill and Branch Services Coordinator Kate Gray attended the community
workshop for Public Art for the new District 2 Library on September 11.

CHILDREN’S SERVICES (SYSTEM-WIDE)
Final Summer Reading Club figures are now available and the news is very good. The library registered
a total of 30,862 children (10, 500 in the Listeners’ Club and 20,362 in the Readers’ Club). This
registration figure tops the 2013 number by 14%. Additional good news relates to the number of children
who completed Listener and Reader Club requirements, listening to at least 15 books or reading at least
eight. The total number of finishers was 15,528 (5,361 Listeners and 10,167 Readers) yielding a
completion rate of 50%. While it takes the entire library staff to makes Summer Reading a success, the
children’s librarians deserve hearty and sincere congratulations for their efforts this year.
Fall programming got off to a quick start on August 25, the same day that school started in most districts
across the city. The regular schedule includes 101 children’s programs each week across the system with
additional monthly and/or bi-monthly programs scheduled at nine branch locations. This schedule allows
children across the city opportunities to participate in a wide range of program options and extends a
cordial invitation to children and families to visit the library regularly and often.
Between September 2 and September 5, the library celebrated LEGO Days at 16 locations. These library
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events brought the library some very positive publicity with two television stations featuring the events on
their news broadcasts. The Library’s LEGO Days culminated on September 6 with participation in the
opening day activities at the San Antonio Botanical Garden’s “Nature Connects: Art with LEGO Bricks.”
Three SAPL children’s librarians (Jasmine Salinas, Central; Gina Brudi, Las Palmas; Jodi Miller, Carver)
staffed the library table at the event assisting over 300 children as they printed with LEGO bricks.
According to Ms. Salinas, it was a fun craft and just messy enough to totally engage children of all ages.
On September 16, all 26 library locations will be celebrating National Play-Dough Day with homemade
clay for squishing, squashing, mixing and mashing. Parents and caregivers attending the event will
receive recipes for making Play-Dough so the fun can continue at home.

LITTLE READ WAGON
Workshops for Child Care Providers
Julia Lazarin and Ronnie Webb offered Every Child Ready to Read workshops for SAISD PreK teacher
assistants at their August 21 back-to-school training. The 141 teacher assistants received an overview of
early literacy practices and related San Antonio Public Library resources. They also had the opportunity to
explore a variety of materials that could be used to build early literacy skills.
Corinne Sanchez presented a break-out session at the Council District One Early Childhood Training and
Resource Fair. The day-long event was held at San Antonio College on September 13.
The new Music and More Early Literacy Moves workshop has been in development and is almost ready
for the first group of early childhood teachers to participate on September 27. This workshop and the one
scheduled for October 18 have been full for several weeks. Jorge Ochoa, an occupational therapist and
drum circle facilitator, will bring added expertise and fun to the training. Corinne Sanchez initiated contact
with Mr. Ochoa, including participation in a free community drum circle, so that Little Read Wagon staff
could learn more about how he might add to the workshop.
Every Child Ready to Read Workshops for Parents
Little Read Wagon has been receiving a flood of requests to present workshops at area schools and early
childhood centers. More than 90 workshops are already scheduled for the 2014/15 school year. Although
there is a 50% decrease in the proposed Department of Human Services allocation for Little Read
Wagon’s Early On programming, additional support from the San Antonio Public Library Foundation will
allow Little Read Wagon to continue distributing free new books at these workshops.
Youth Outreach Story Time
Now that school is back in session, services have resumed at the Tynan and Burleson Early Childhood
Centers. Since Little Read Wagon’s story time schedule is full, centers that call to request services are
referred to the closest branch library. Liliana Ornelas recently referred a center to Sheila Acosta,
Children’s Services Librarian at the Cody Branch Library. Because the center does have transportation
for the children in care, they arranged to make regular visits to the library.
Community Events
Back to school season continued for Little Read Wagon with Cresencia Huff assisting Viki Ash at the
Frank Garrett Center on August 23 for a Council District One Back to School event. Elizabeth Huber
joined the marketing staff on August 30 for the Festival People en Español. Ms. Huber noted that many
families with young children attended the event.
Play & Learn
The Martinez Street Women’s Center opened the doors of the Lockwood Park Community Center for a
Tuesday afternoon Play & Learn series. Ronnie Webb, II coordinated the efforts of the Martinez Street
Women’s Center and Little Read Wagon to invite more families from the Eastside Promise Neighborhood
to participate.
Professional Development
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Mrs. Huff attended the August 27 Leave Management module of Supervisor Excellence Training. Xelena
Gonzalez and Liliana Ornelas attended Crisis Prevention Institute training. Corinne Sanchez researched
less-toxic cleaning methods and provided training to Little Read Wagon team mates. The cleaning
methods will be used to ensure that Play & Learn items are both clean and safe for the children and rely
heavily on mild soap and hot water.
On September 5, Little Read Wagon welcomed library science graduate student Deborah Carter. Ms.
Carter will complete her practicum hours with Little Read Wagon and has already contributed to the team
effort by making a flannel board for Monsters Love Colors, labeling and shelving books, and researching
options for a journal article.

TEEN SERVICES (SYSTEM-WIDE)
Off-Site Service
On August 25, Kathleen Fordyce (Teen Services Librarian II) visited the Academy of Creative Education
to speak to students during their Orientation about the resources and services the Library offers for teens.
Kathleen also signed the students up for library cards.
On September 4, Caroline Mossing (Teen Services Librarian I) made an outreach visit to a Scientific
Research and Design class at nearby high school Fox Tech, informing students of the library’s resources
as well as Teen Services’ programming, and helping students to get library cards.
Two teen volunteers at the Central Library, Ozzy and Cece, created a new teen outreach video for teen
librarians and liaisons to show at outreach visits. The video was created using Prezi and includes pictures
from the Teen Services Flickr that show all of the different kinds of activities teens can participate in, as
well as library resources such as Tutor.com, databases and downloadables.
Partnerships
On September 22, the principal and a large group of teachers and department chairs from Fox Tech High
School were invited to come to Teen Services to receive a presentation by the staff on all of the things
Teen Services can offer their students, including library tours and reservation of the computers for
classes, outreach visits to speak to students, after school programs and snacks, Tutor.com and much
more. Since then, several teachers have brought their classes in for tours and to use the computers for
research. More teachers continue to call to book tours and outreach presentations. In addition, the Math
Club at Fox Tech has begun to meet in Teen Services after school on a weekly basis.
Professional Development
The Teen Services Librarians met at Great Northwest on September 10 for their regular meeting.
Stephanie Vazquez, the Teen Services Librarian at Great Northwest gave the group a tour of the library
before the group discussion.

MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS
The marketing team continued its regular event promotions and design projects. Additionally, the team
has worked on several special projects during the reporting period.
Graphic Design
Ana and Giselle have worked on several projects in addition to their regular design responsibilities for
SAPL branch events and programs. These include Digital Library Community Project, SA Airport Kiosk
design, volunteer marketing brochure, Hispanic Heritage Month materials, new materials for Banned
Books Week; Alfredo Cisneros del Moral Foundation awards ceremony materials.
Marketing
Daniel continued his outreach project by scheduling SAPL staff and volunteers to participate in various
community events to promote SAPL services.
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His usual projects include event promotion design, preparation of newsletters, media review, promotional
materials translations and new employee orientations.
Media Relations
Marcie and Caitlin continued to promote SAPL through the various media outlets with press releases and
media communications. She also coordinated all of the logistics for SAPL’s participation at the Festival
People en Español.
Additional projects include planning for the D9 library community meetings and coordination of television
appearances by SAPL staff.
SAPL appeared in media 206 times during the reporting period.
Social Media & Special Projects
Joseph continued promotion new programs and events on social media. He promoted SAPL digital
services at the Festival People en Español. Additionally, he worked with the San Antonio Public Library
Foundation and its Latino Leadership for the Library committee to coordinate all of the logistics for the
Alfredo Cisneros del Moral Foundation awards ceremony in the Latino Collection space with special
guest, Sandra Cisneros.
Joseph is also continuing to work on establishing new social media platforms and designing the Library’s
new website that will launch in 2015.
Additionally Joseph and Caitlin participated in the September 13 Pearl Farmer’s Market and promoted
SAPL services to approximately 150 individuals.
SAPL currently has 7,531 Facebook and 2,143 Twitter followers.

CHILDREN’S SERVICES
Sixteen library branches participated in a LEGO Day to help promote a new exhibit at the San Antonio
Botanical Gardens featuring, Sean Kenny's Art with Lego bricks exhibit. At Central, Jasmin Salinas
(Librarian I) turned the story room into a building extravaganza. Children built anything that struck their
fancy. Nontraditional building materials were also used, including magnet tiles, and straws with
connectors. The baby building zone featured large foam blocks, and toys. This event also launched
Central Children's new, monthly LEGO Club program.
The San Antonio Botanical Garden was also an outreach site as they opened their exhibit of Sean
Kenney's art made with LEGO bricks. Librarians from Central and two other branch locations
represented SAPL at the event. Over 300 children stopped by and used DUPLO bricks as stamps to
create unique works of art with tempera paint. The Library’s programs, including LEGO Clubs were
promoted to the large group in attendance.
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As part of her ongoing cultural series of programming during Family Fun Saturdays, Kate Simpson
(Librarian II) shared stories from Peru and books about llamas, accompanied by a slideshow of the
Peruvian Andes, llamas and alpacas, set to Peruvian pan flute music. The children at the program
worked with their parents to create mountain dioramas out of recycled Kleenex boxes and construction
paper scenery for their paper llamas to frolic in and enjoy. Later in the month, Ms. Simpson was also
inspired by the book Fraidyzoo by Thyra Heder. The exploration of animal books and the construction of
free-form animal collages, similar to the ones created by the free-spirited family in Fraidyzoo, led to wild
creativity by all the participants. Afterwards, the children also played with a variety of animal puppets and
perused nonfiction books about animals.
In celebration of the inaugural performance of the San Antonio Opera, Family Fun participants also
celebrated the performance of Fantastic Mr. Fox, at the newly opened, neighboring Tobin Center for the
Performing Arts. Ms. Simpson shared Roald Dahl, opera- and fox-themed books with the families in
attendance. The event culminated with a fox mask craft and a fox dance party.
The first Play & Learn sessions of the fall season welcomed many new families, and some familiar faces
from last spring. Everyone became farmers- digging through hay piles, collecting eggs, and raising their
farm animals in corn sensory bins. Later in the month, children explored all different forms of
transportation as they followed cars down ramps through bean sensory bins, and even drove laundry
basket cars around the story room! The month came to a close under the sea as children “swam” with
ocean animals through sensory bins of water, as well as oceans of blue rice. They sailed around the
Story Room Sea in a sailboat, and visited with all our ocean animal puppet friends before making their
very own octopus hats. As always, several books were shared during the sessions, and Ms. Simpson and
Amy Lewis (Librarian I) ensured that all Play & Learn visitors left with smiles.
Ms. Salinas kicked off fall Toddler Times with Colors, Shapes/Numbers, and Opposites. Toddlers shouted
out their colors, made silly animal noises and movements, and helped with flannel stories. After stories
and silly songs, toddlers enjoyed the chance to engage in free play with various stations around the story
room, including a building zone and a sensory bin.
Simpson continued her participation in the Central Library Is for Everyone (CLIFE) committee, which
investigates ways in which Central Library can welcome new patrons and create a better experience for
regular users. Her focus remains on families’ use of the Library and she shared a variety of ideas with
the committee, which meets monthly to assess survey results and pilot programs intended to address the
committee’s charter. Ms. Simpson also participated in the series of supervisor excellence training classes
with Manager Ruth Chiego. Both returned to their Department invigorated with new ideas to share with
their team and new approaches to time management and staff training.
Both Ms. Chiego and Ms. Sandoval were heavily engaged in outreach activities during the back-to-school
period, and they each shared information regarding homework aides such as Tutor.com and the wealth of
online databases and on-site resources SAPL has to offer the community. Three locations that are close
to Central, Austin Academy, Autism Appleseeds and Madison Square Child Care Center expressed their
appreciation through notes written by the children following the visits. Austin Academy invited Ms.
Sandoval to share Homework Help information at the school’s annual Open House. Simpson was also
able to get the children excited about upcoming programs at the library. At Madison Square Child Care
Center, Ms. Amy shared school stories. At Autism Appleseeds, Ms. Chiego led a training session with a
caregiver support group and also shared ideas for tools to make at home to make learning fun for children
with sensory issues. A small group from the site is scheduled to visit the Central Library in late
September.
Increasing contact with the special needs communities surrounding the Central Library is a focus for Ms.
Chiego and her team. Ms. Chiego is developing a Sensory Story Time format for special needs children
and is in the process of using focus groups to ensure that when SAPL does this unique programming, it is
enjoyed by a wide variety of children, system wide. Once Ms. Chiego gets feedback from these families,
she will share her findings with SAPL’s children’s services librarians and develop a plan for
implementation.
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DIGITAL SERVICES
In September, Adam Spana worked with Teen Services Librarian Caroline Mossing and shared his
knowledge of managing an iPad fleet using Apple Configurator. During the last two weeks of August Rolf
Laun updated the Millennium Patron Database to implement a required security change.

REFERENCE
Reference staff facilitated or organized a variety of programs, trainings and tours. Other accomplishments
or projects reaching fruition this month include the following: Sally Bauer completed the coursework
necessary to be awarded a Level II ‘Consumer Health Specialization’ certification from the Medical
Library Association; Frank Neumann, using expertise as a retired Air Force meteorologist, completed a
draft of a ‘Natural Hazard Response Plan’ under the auspices of the Safety and Security Committee; Julia
Selwyn completed an extensive Job and Small Business Committee collection development project.
Purchase of the books was funded by the San Antonio Public Library Foundation and will enhance job
and small business resources in four different locations including Bazan, Westfall, Mission and Tobin
Branch Libraries.
Michelle Hill’s ‘ArtSmart’ lecture series has proved so popular that three more sessions have been added.
On August 21, Ms. Hill’s presentation on Roman Art engendered a lively discussion with attendees.
On September 2, Gamini Haluwana introduced databases to the adult students of Wayland Baptist
University; Mr. Haluwana was assisted by Pam Billings. Christine Mitchamore presented a thorough
database overview to another Wayland class on September 11.
On September 3, Cynthia de Leon and Martha Loewen had the opportunity to introduce Central Library
art and services highlights to three groups from ‘Leadership San Antonio’. Ms. de Leon and Ms. Loewen
acted as stationary tour guides with assigned posts on the first and second floors, respectively.
Blanca Hernandez and Ms. Loewen attended, as Library representatives, the ‘New Employee Experience
II (NEEII) at Phil Hardberger Park on September 5. Ms. Hernandez and Ms. Loewen enjoyed meeting
new employees from other City Departments and introducing them to Library services, albeit briefly.

TEEN SERVICES
Weekly Programs
Mondays with JD Elizondo (Library Assistant): JD continued his weekly Eclectic Electric program, in which
teens learn to play guitar and/or keyboards. Teens can also teach their peers to play. After the music
ends, teens engage in different weekly craft projects. In addition to Eclectic Electric, during the reporting
period JD facilitated weekly meetings of the teen leadership group, Power Up, and teens began working
on building the 3rd annual haunted house.
Tuesdays with Caroline Mossing (Librarian I): During the reporting period, Caroline hosted Science and
Tech Tuesdays. Teens worked independently and together to download, modify, and print 3D models,
created LED throwies, cuffs, and glasses, and created their own 3D models using 3D scanning
technology. Using SketchUp, teens designed key chains, pendants, and other items, then printed them
using Makerbot software on Teen Services’ Replicator 2.
Wednesdays with Kathleen Fordyce (Librarian II): On Wednesday nights, teens pick their favorite video or
board game and engage in friendly competition with their peers. In addition, teens participate in craft
projects of their choosing.
Thursdays with Regina Almanza (Library Assistant): Peer interaction and encouragement, creative
expression and friendly competition rank high on Thursday nights. During this reporting period, teens
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celebrated a Mario party (in honor of the Mario Bros. character), created paintings using an egg,
participated in edible crafts and made their own lip balm. Afterwards, in a non-competitive environment,
teens played video games such as Rock Band, Brawl and sports games. Pictures from Thursday
programs as well as system-wide programs can be found at http://www.flickr.com/210teenlibrary.
Special Event: Caroline Mossing, in cooperation with Geekbus and with supplies from Instructables,
hosted Teen Services’ first “Build Night” on the afternoon of Saturday, August 23. 35 teens, assisted by
teen volunteers, staff, and Geekbus educators, made LED throwies, glasses, and soft circuit cuffs and
stuffies. Teens also explored Arduino programming and learned to solder blinking robot badges.
Tours and Groups
On September 3, Teen Services staff provided a tour of the library and catalog and database instruction
for five classes from Fox Tech High School. On September 11, the Scientific Research and Design class
from Fox Tech received a tour of the library. Then on September 12, two English classes from Providence
High School received at tour of the library and catalog and database instruction.

BAZAN
The Learn at SAPL center at the Bazan branch had its soft opening in September, offering adult tutoring
in GED and ESL, software tutorials, computer and mobile device training, social worker referrals and
financial counseling. Learn at SAPL training officer, Sonia Colόn, in preparation for the opening, created
LibGuides for GED, ESL and adult basic education. She also attended training classes and performed
outreach to the community to make them aware of the new services now available. The center will also
be staffed full-time by a DHS social worker who will help connect customers with social services.
Adult Services Librarian, Patti Soderberg, provided support to LEARN at SAPL staff as they reached out
to the community. Collection development tasks continued to be addressed as several shifting projects
were addressed. A Back to School display highlighted library resources for the start of the school year.
Ms. Soderberg also worked with Metro Health to maximize their outreach efforts in the Bazan library
service area.
Children’s librarian, Hope Sonnen, planned two new book clubs to be held at Crockett and Margil
elementary schools in the coming months. She is also continued outreach to the Avance Center where
she provided a story time and delivered books.

BROOK HOLLOW
Brook Hollow offered a wide range of adult programming over the past month, including 5 book groups, a
presentation by the San Antonio Storytellers Association, and a steampunk program. In addition to the
regularly recurring programs, Brook Hollow hosted storyteller David Bowles on August 18. Mr. Bowles told
the story of Fayette Smith, a 9-year-old who was abducted by Comanche in the days of the Texas
Republic.
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Brook Hollow was fortunate to have a great deal of summer volunteer help, especially from local teens. Of
the 16 volunteers who helped out over the summer, 7 of them were new to Brook Hollow, and all together
they gave the branch an impressive 474.5 hours of service.
Brook Hollow’s Play and Learn sessions started off on a strong note with over 65 people attending an
ocean themed play and learn on September 2. Children got to splash with ocean animals in water tubs
and “fish” off of a cardboard fishing boat!
Lego Day was a huge success, with 140 people attending the event. Kids and parents created and played
together.
Baby Time continues to be a popular program. So far, the Fall 2014 session promises to be the strongest
yet, with 20+ babies and their caregivers attending each week.
Preschool Story Time has begun a new theme of “Letter of the Day,” to promote letter recognition and
early literacy in a fun and meaningful way.

CARVER
Carver Branch was among the top finishers of the San Antonio Public Library’s Circulation Challenge. As
soon as staff learned of the initiative, they mobilized, developing a strategy to boost Carver circulation
numbers. They enlisted the help of The Friends of Carver Branch as well as Carver customers who
worked with staff to get the word out about the effort. Relying on such promotions as book bundling, book
recommendations and check-out incentives, the branch improved its August circulation.
Before the branch closed for renovation, children’s librarian perform outreach at Carmelite Day Care
Center to discuss children’s activities. Branch Manager DL Grant visited the Artisan Apartments to
promote library services at the complex’s Back-to-School party.
The branch offered strong programs in August. Customers responded favorably to a Town Hall forum
organized by Carver Branch partner Dr. Ron Kelly who led the discussion on the crisis at Ferguson,
Missouri. The event attracted 56 guests. Another popular program was the panel discussion
Deconstruction of the Black Female in Media. The event focused on the portrayal of African-American
women in film, literature, music and theater. Participants included Washington, D.C.-based filmmaker Ada
M. Babino; Our Lady of the Lake University professor and playwright Antoinette Winstead; Margaret
Richardson, adjunct professor of political science at Alamo Community Colleges; and communications
professor Dr. Carol Means of Huston-Tillotson University, Austin.

CODY
Over 25 toddlers and pre-schoolers attended Cody’s Lego/Duplo event on September 5. The children
worked and played well with one another in small groups. Ms. Sheila Acosta, Children’s Librarian,
reported that mothers and caregivers were asking if this event could be held monthly for their little ones
since it seemed to be a “favorite” activity with all of them.
Tweens rose to the challenge of working with Legos to create something unique at Tween Time on
September 8. Sheila also provided materials for the tweens to create memo magnets that could be used
in their lockers at school or at home. The Lego creations were then displayed above the New Books
section.
The students from the Child Montessori School visited the Cody Library on September 10 for their annual
library orientation. Sheila conducted a quick tour of the library pointing out the various resources, and
provided a “hands-on” demonstration of the computer catalog. Students ranged from 1st to 5th grades.
After the tour and orientation, the students spent time looking for books to check out with their new library
cards.
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On September 11, Sheila began her monthly outreach at Chabad’s Childcare Center. She visited with 3
different classes ranging from 2 years to 4 years. Sheila reported that when she finished reading five
books to the older group, they asked her to bring “more books” next time.
On August 26, it was standing room only at Mr. Suhail Aratsu’s presentation What Makes us Conscious?
Eighty people showed to find out the mind/brain debate and recent scientific breakthroughs affecting the
brain.
Cody’s Teen Leadership Council met on Sunday, August 31 for the Learn to Crochet workshop. On Teen
Tuesdays Teens are participating in a variety of activities ranging from games to art/craft projects.

COLLINS GARDEN
Thanks to the Friends of the Collins Garden Branch Library, gaming is once again available for teen and
tween programming. The branch now has a brand new Xbox 360 Kinect for the kids to enjoy. Right now,
the participants are only offered sports games such as baseball, football, and tennis but staff members
are hoping to purchase more games in the new fiscal year. The Xbox replaces the old Wii which was
unreliable.
Now that school has started, Collins Garden is being visited by students of nearby schools. It is amazing
to see how they have grown! They have brand new school uniforms, new textbooks, and need help with
new homework assignments. Every one of them has expressed how glad they are to be back at the
library “’cause it’s fun here and there are no teachers.”
The branch was able to schedule a well-attended program by Sixth Sense Paranormal (SSP), which uses
a scientific approach to the investigation, documentation, and study of paranormal phenomena and
activity. The group’s presentation provided evidence of paranormal activity obtained during investigations
conducted by SSP and its investigators. The program included a lively question and answer session
afterwards.

CORTEZ
Children’s librarian Connie Hejl’s Back to School Beach Party was a hit with hula hoops, watermelon and
lots of sand. Other popular events were Lego Day and a special Family Fun with fox puppets.
Zombie Meet, hosted by Madeline Vasquez, welcomed special guest Paul Gonzales, Alamo Ghost
Hunter. He spoke to a large crowd of fellow paranormal enthusiasts, and will return to Cortez on October
30.
Due to the popularity of the Gettin’ Crafty Cortez Crafters’ Group Meet and Greet session, the program
has been extended to weekly meetings on Mondays from 10:30am - 12:30pm. Librarian Michelle Ricondo
and library assistant Jo Ann Paredes started the course off by creating fabric bags that will be used to
store supplies for future projects.
The Cortez Book Club had a successful first meeting, and will discuss its next pick, Seduced by Madness:
a True Story of the Susan Polk Murder Case by Carol Pogash on September 23.
Cortez Gamers Group kicks off on September 21 with Magic the Gathering.

FOREST HILLS
The Forest Hills Branch Library was honored to host Naomi Shihab Nye on September 4 for a reading
from her new book Turtles of Oman. The audience was delighted by her stories of her own experiences
as a young girl. A few budding writers were in attendance and were especially delighted by the details
she gave about the writing process, including the fact that she wrote Turtles of Oman at least 13 times
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before she was satisfied with the final draft. Ms. Nye appreciated the intimacy provided by the smaller
audience as she was able to make personal connections with the listeners. She was better able to
engage in meaningful conversations where both the audience and the author contributed stories about
their own experiences.
The Adult Summer Reading Party followed the afternoon directly after the visit by Ms. Nye. Patrons were
invited to listen to music by the band Optic Arrest and enjoy refreshments as they celebrated their
summer reading accomplishments.
Seniors have been invited to attend Senior Dance Classes every Friday morning in September. A trained
instructor provides small group instruction on a variety of dance moves. This program was developed by
the Live Well, Age Smart committee and supported by the San Antonio Public Library Foundation.
Children’s programming took a small hiatus in August, but have begun again as children have returned to
school. Arlene Richardson from the Guerra Branch has graciously provided storytelling in the month of
September until the Forest Hills Children’s Librarian returns from leave.
Branch Manager, Mary Naylor, attended the Woodlawn Hills Elementary School Open House on
September 11. Ms. Naylor provided information about the library, and offered library card signups to
students and their parents.

GREAT NORTHWEST
The GNW Thursday Book Club met on the 3rd Thursday of the month to discuss Outlander by Diana
Gabaldon. Cindy Moreno, Librarian II, met with seniors at the Alicia Trevino Senior Center, to discuss the
book The Aviators Wife by Melanie Benjamin. The very popular Senior Hula Dance Class wrapped up in
August with a high number of participants. Other groups continued to meet, including the Great Northwest
Knitting Club and the Saturday Book Club.
Roberto Zapata, Manager, conducted a tour of the library for a group of Architecture students from UTSA.
The students and instructor asked about the library’s design and other information about library services
in general.
Great Northwest continues its Digital Q&A class for adults and seniors who are interested in the digital
collection. The program allows for one-on-one instruction and helps many individuals navigate the digital
landscape. Classes are held twice a month and continue to be popular with customers.
Various efforts aimed at increasing circulation were implemented, including book bundles that are very
popular and a Patron Appreciation Week held during the last week in August.
Programming for children this Fall includes Storytime, Toddler Two, and a Tween Lego Club. On August
13th, the Children’s Librarian held a very successful Alice In Wonderland Party. Children’s programming
continues to be very popular. Cari Raley attended a PTA meeting at Timberwilde Elementary and shared
information about our services with parents.
The branch has after school Video Gaming for Teens every Wednesday and an August book display,
“What Should I Read Next” on Young Adult Genre Fiction.
Great Northwest continues its Digital Q&A class for adults and seniors who are interested in the libraries
digital collection and allowing for one on one instruction between staff and patrons.

GUERRA
Guerra joined several other branches as a staging area for Pre-K 4 San Antonio. The morning pick-up
occurs before the branch opens. In the afternoon, a staff member is on duty to make sure that parents
are able to pick up their children while, at the same time, monitoring library patrons needing to deposit
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items in the outside book return, sometimes hard to reach while children are exiting the bus. Library
Assistant Edward Mayberry and Library Aides Celicia De Los Santos and Chloe Parham attended CPI
training on August 21. That same day, Branch Services Coordinator Kate Gray met with Guerra staff.
Branch Manager Dexter Katzman provided twelve hours of computer instruction, eight hours in Spanish
and four, in English.
Assistant Branch Manager Cristiane Yamada-Lokensgard facilitated the Thursday Evening Book Club on
August 14. Four members of the community discussed The Best of Me by Nicholas Sparks and decided
the titles for next year. She designed displays celebrating Labor Day, National Honey Month, and
collaborated on the Hispanic Heritage Month display. She attended ACA training on August 28.
Children’s Librarian Arlene Richardson-Gibbs planned and presented six in-house programs to 103
patrons--two Kids Times, two Toddler Times, and two Story Times. In the absence of Children’s Librarian
Valerie Shelley, she volunteered to plan and present two Story Times at the Forest Hills branch on
September 4 and September 11. On September 13, she presented story times to 45 pre-schoolers at the
Greatest Gifts daycare center. She celebrated alphabet week (September 7 through 13) with an alphabet
book display.
Adult Services Librarian, Stephen Jackson moderated the Club de Lectura (Spanish language book club)
discussion of Catlow by Louis L’Amour on August 28. He designed a display on books by Hispanic
authors and biographies of famous Hispanics on August 25. In observance of world events and in
commemoration of the September 11 attacks, he designed a book display with materials providing
information about various aspects of Middle East history, culture, and conflict.
Teen Liaison Edward Mayberry held Game-Ra on each Thursdays - August 21 and 28 and September
11. On September 4, based on requests from the teen group, Edward held a movie night - the group
enjoyed the Disney feature Hercules. Total attendance for the reporting period was 35. Edward made
several contacts at John Hay High School during the reporting period and will continue promoting his
programs as the school gets started.

IGO
Children’s Services
This reporting period begins with the conclusion of the 2014 Mayor’s Summer Reading Club. The Igo
Library is proud to share in San Antonio Public Library’s success of registering 30,862 children in this
year’s program. The Igo Branch registered 851 children consisting of 411 listeners and 440 readers.
Throughout the summer, library staff delighted in the excitement of young patrons as they received their
certificates and incentive books. The summer reading program theme, Fizz, Boom, Read! summed up a
summer full of enriching programs, wonderful books, and lots of fun for readers of all ages.
As fall programming begins, the Children’s Services Department at the Igo Library continues to enjoy
vigorous attendance at all weekly programs. The children’s schedule includes four weekly early literacy
story times, bi-monthly Tween Time for 9-12 year olds, as well as, monthly sessions of Discovery Time
Math and Science for preschoolers, and a new monthly offering, LEGO® Club, for children of all ages.
Children’s librarian, Nancy Rodriguez, presented twenty programs during the reporting period serving
1,203 children and their caregivers.
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In addition to the branch’s regular programs, the children’s service staff offered two special events
featuring LEGO® Bricks to get patrons geared up for the San Antonio Botanical Garden’s exhibit, Nature
Connects: Art with LEGO® Bricks, opening September 6, 2014. First, preschoolers explored DUPLO®
Bricks at a special Discovery Time offered as part of San Antonio Public Library’s Lego Days event on
Wednesday, September 3. To ensure LEGO® building was a family affair, library visitors were invited to
an afternoon session of Family Fun with LEGO® and DUPLO® Bricks from 4-6 pm in the children’s corner.
Lastly, the Igo Library continued its commitment to community partners by hosting a monthly story time
for Scenic Hills Christian School. On Friday, September 12, Ms. Watts and 33 students in kindergarten,
first, and second grade came to the branch for story time and a tour of the library. During their visit,
students, teachers, and parents were treated to a variety of children’s favorites and given a brief tour of
the library. Several guests left with new library cards and many great books.
Teen Services
The Igo Library teen programs continue to be offered weekly and attendance is in the double digits. The
Igo Teens Leadership Council held a meeting to discuss programming for the remainder of the year and
was alight with new ideas. One of these ideas is the new San Antonio Public Library Teen’s Online Book
Club - a place for adventurous readers and the reluctant as well, to connect and discover. The Teen’s
Online Book Club will be setting the stage for others to join our reading community and contribute to the
discussion of books, with the intent to increase the circulation of library resources. Teen librarian, Barbara
Kwiatkowski, conducted an outreach event presenting the freshmen students at The Episcopal School of
Texas with information about library databases and services and promoted teen programs.
Adult Services
As the Summer Reading Program wrapped up, the fall adult programs got underway, with the Mystery
Club reading Tricia Fields’ The Territory and the Afternoon Club reading Meg Wolitzer’s, The Interestings.
Husband and wife team Charles and April Mier taught 26 listeners how to create their own healthconscious, environment-friendly cleaning products. Harper’s Embrace, a nonprofit dedicated to teaching
lifesaving techniques, taught 12 participants CPR. The Asociación de Charros de San Antonio introduced
listeners to the bold horsemanship of Mexican rodeo.
The Igo Elderberries had a “grand” celebration on September 7, 2014 for National Grandparents Day. 42
individuals, from infants to great-grandparents, attended. They listened to a Grandparents’ panel relate
some interesting childhood memories, from picking blueberries while looking out for bears, having pet
lambs and chipmunks, to milk trucks and milk in bottles delivered to your front door, ice boxes, and a 90year-old doll. Activities included completing certificates, a hand-in-hand drawing, and decorating and
filling memory jars. A Grandparents Day cake and drinks concluded the enjoyable afternoon.
The Igo Friends of the Library met on September 6 and continue to make arrangements for their book
sale on October 4 and 5.

JOHNSTON
Johnston had a very successful Summer Reading Program! This year 1379 children signed up and 51%
of them reported a completion of the program. Johnston had the highest number of adults that reported
completing the program (99 out of 284 registrants). Johnston also won the Library’s internal “Read Our
Book” challenge. Staff selected the book Divergent by Veronica Roth and Johnston had 1220 check outs
of the title throughout the summer reading season.
This fall, Children’s Services Librarian Beverly Wrigglesworth is presenting Baby Time, Story Time, and
Family Fun programs each Tuesday. While attendance at the children’s programs has started slowly,
more people are starting to attend as they realize programming has started again.
On September 11, Mrs. Wrigglesworth read to two classes of pre-school children at Nurturing Hearts
Learning Center.
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Teen programming continues to be popular at Johnston. Christina Martinez invited Jabari Scott and
Sarah Mills from the city’s Solid Waste Management Department for a Recycling Presentation on August
20. Other events for teens included a craft project recycling plastic bottles, a movie with ice cream, and XBox and gaming.
Adult Services Librarian Monica Bustillo facilitated the Athena Readers Book Club’s discussion of new
fiction titles on August 20. On September 7, Ms. Bustillo hosted a successful celebration of Grandparents
Day which was highlighted on the KABB evening news. Ms. Bustillo launched the new Fall Family Film
series with the showing of Veronica Roth’s Divergent film adaptation on September 12.
Branch Manager, Heather Muller, attended the Valley High North Neighborhood Association meeting on
September 10. Ms. Muller also attended the Blue Skies of Texas West (formerly Air Force Village II)
Wellness and Enrichment Fair on September 13 to represent the Library and the services offered.

LANDA
Children’s Department
Fall children’s programming has started with a bang! In addition to weekly programming that includes 2
Baby Times, a Toddler Time and a Story Time; and Landa patrons have been able to partake in several
special programs. Children’s Librarian Clair Larkin is delighted to welcome back regular story time
attendees and to get to know new faces. Weekly programming numbers continue to be high; filling
Landa’s meeting room with singing and lots of hopping.
The first of the new Landa Lab monthly series kicked off with a Rainbow Milk demonstration and plenty of
oohs and aahs. Children and adults learned about chemical bonds and bipolar characteristics by pouring
milk into a shallow bowl, adding a variety of food coloring and then a drop of dish soap to create a
fireworks-like effect. Adults were intrigued to learn about making the activity into an experiment by trying
different liquids and comparing them to milk.
In celebration of the San Antonio Botanical Garden LEGO exhibition, children and adults played with
LEGOs, DUPLOs and QUATROs, so there were sizes for every age. This event was in addition to
Landa’s monthly LEGO Club, which met in August and resulted in many creations on display over the
marble mantle. Children and adults alike are making a habit of looking to the mantle to see what new
creations are on display and complimenting the children as creators and staff for hosting the program.
Come & Go Crafts are back for the Fall. Patrons made fox puppets, thereby learning about Roald Dahl’s
Fantastic Mr. Fox, OPERA San Antonio, foxes and shapes in one craft! Many patrons are very happy to
have crafts back on an all-day, monthly basis.
Clair is busy working on behind the scenes projects. As chair of the Early Literacy Committee, Clair
presented the new Fall bilingual Play & Learn at the Children’s Meeting. It is based on the bilingual book
Counting Ovejas by Sarah Weeks and intended for system-wide implementation. Children will explore
themes of sleep, counting, colors, sheep, night and bedtime through dramatic play using words in English
and Spanish. Clair is also in touch with Will Rogers Elementary, Lamar Elementary, School of
Excellence’s Kelley Elementary, and Great Hearts Monte Vista along with other local schools and
community partners to offer outreach services.
Adult Services Department
The adult programs for Fall are off to a great start. New this season is Reader’s Ink which has actually
been a long-time program here at Landa conducted by retired librarian Randolph Blakeman. It is now
officially under the Landa adult programming umbrella and is led by Adult Services Librarian Karen
Sebesta. This month’s selection was The Greater Journey by historian David McCullough, a wellresearched, academic look at Americans who spent part of their lives in Paris in the early –to-mid part of
the 19th century.
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Silver Screens Classics had a good-sized group in to see Woman of the Year with Spencer Tracy and
Katherine Hepburn. The movie received rave reviews from those in attendance with some lively
discussion about the evolution of the role of women in leadership (the movie’s theme), since the movie
was made in 1942.
The Seniors Mystery Book Club discussed the Agatha Christie classic, Murder on the Orient Express.
Since Adult Librarian Services Karen Sebesta was on vacation, the group (which has been in existence
for almost two years) was able to “carry on” with the discussion guide that Karen left for them.
Landa celebrated Grandparent’s Day with 15 grandparents, parents, and children here to enjoy cake and
lemonade and to make a craft together. Much thanks to the Live Well, Age Smart Committee and
particularly to Johnston’s Monica Bustillo for excellent promotion of this event.
The Adult Summer Reading Program came to a close with some very special happenings. First, Landa
customer Francine Baskin was one of the lucky winners of a Kindle eReader and Diane Martinez was
awarded a cool set of reference books as second prize. The modern sound of the band Optic Arrest
played at the closing party and gave a great performance of contemporary sounds. A big “thank you”
goes to the SAPL Foundation for making the Adult Summer Reading Program possible, including the
scrumptious refreshments our guests enjoyed at the closing party.
Landa Manager Heidi Novotny nominated Karen to serve on the Mayor’s Book Club Committee which is
assigned the task of creating programs around the space theme of Rocket Boys by Homer Hickam, this
fall’s club selection. Karen is serving on the team charged with obtaining recordings in “Story Corps”
format recording the memoirs of those who remember events in the book such as the launch of Sputnik
and the 1969 moon landing.
Teen Services Department
Teen services at Landa had an exciting month! Landa Teen Library Leadership Council (TLLC) continues
the tradition of producing memorable programing with the monthly Science Demonstrations Live! series
for children. For the September 7 “Watt is Static Electricity? It’s Shocking!” program, teens used materials
from the Spurs Foundation grant to create a peer-to-peer collaboration experience. Landa's TLLC met,
with an agenda, every week to plan the Banned Books Week activities, an environmental awareness
October campaign and to write their blog/newsletter.
On September 10, Bea Canales facilitated a Mozilla web maker party, “Teen Privacy: End Piracy” to the
weekly Cool Teens Club. Teens were shown how to protect their personal data/identity (digital footprints)
from web data “pirates,” how to adjust their social network settings from online predators and how to
control “over-sharing.” Teens created Privacy mini-posters to areas they want to protect.
Landa’s Tutoring for Young Children is a strong attraction to the community. We have added bilingual
tutors (Spanish and English) to the teen volunteer rotation. Landa’s Teen Online Book Club Readers
League member, Lola C., prepared a vine video, https://vine.co/v/OaDAgQLpKer, to prepare for Banned
Books Week.

LAS PALMAS

Branch Manager Tim Johnson covered Family Fun on August 25th, while Children’s Librarian Gina Brudi
was on vacation. The four children attending very much enjoyed Monkey with a Toolbelt and building
structures out of plastic cups. The Las Palmas Dark Knights Chess Club also held their first meeting on
September 8. Two children became acquainted with the pieces of the chess board while a more
advanced player learned some basic strategy. HEB donated snacks, Castle Chess donated chess sets,
and the Friends of Las Palmas donated a demo board and have worked very hard at the advertising. He
continues to oversee the Las Palmas book club. Members of the club consist of longtime Las Palmas
community residents. The last book discussed was Gregory MacGuire’s, The Next Queen of Heaven.
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Children’s Librarian Gina Brudi continued her outreach to literacy centers Madonna, Good Samaritan, and
Avance Castroville & Mirasol. September at Las Palmas Library was all things Legos! On September 5,
Lego Day, over 30 children built creations with Legos. The fun continued on September 9 with our kickoff
of the Las Palmas Lego Club, which will meet bimonthly. In addition, Children’s Librarian Gina Brudi
staffed the library table at the Art with Lego Bricks at the Botanical Center where over 300 children
created art with Duplos and paint.
Teen Services Librarian Marco De Leon continued to build on the teen flagship program Super Cool
Awesome Teen Gaming Block 3000. Teen patrons continued to have fun with an assortment of video
games and popular board games. Teens who visited the program were also treated to an age appropriate
movie accompanied by snacks provided by the Teen Services department. He has also come to an
agreement with St. PJ’s Children’s Home where the library will create programing to supplement
instructional needs of core subjects where their wards are showing that they need improvement on. The
goal is to have a couple of weekly programs that will reach this end.
On September 6, Anne Schuette presented a bilingual adult program on how to apply for a new home
through Habitat for Humanity of San Antonio. Blanca Salazar, Family Services Program Coordinator
explained the benefits of home ownership improves quality of life in San Antonio, lifts people out of
poverty and frees them from paying high rent for substandard housing. Anne also promoted her
September 27 program with the Debt Free Angels on Eliminating Debt and Building Credit as a tie-in.
Fifteen people attended & asked many questions. Five people applied for the Habitat home ownership
program. Another is seriously considering it. One person offered to volunteer with the organization.
Circulation Attendant Patricia Perez introduced Las Palmas’ Bilingual Story time. Bilingual Story time is
held every Tuesday morning. The program integrates both English and Spanish to develop literacy skills.
In celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, book readings included: Green is a chile pepper: a book of
colors and Los limones no son rojos A big thanks to the Friends of the Library for their support.

MAVERICK
The Maverick Branch welcomed new staff during this time period. Daniela Tolle and Cettadae Poore were
hired as Temporary Library Aides and Elise Garcia and Erik Lumpkin were hired as Temporary PT
Circulation Attendants.
Many programs took place in August and September. Children’s Librarian, Amy Roberts, was proud to
report that 969 children registered and 446 children completed the Summer Reading Program at
Maverick. Ms. Roberts also had a very successful Lego Day program with 72 attendees on September 4.
On September 3, the branch served as a location for an end of Summer Reading party for the adult
program. Optic Arrest music group played and sang for 44 attendees and refreshments galore were
enjoyed by all. On August 23, the Ladies Choice Book Club had 13 attendees. An essential oils program
was offered on August 30 with 8 people in attendance.

McCRELESS

We had a great turnout of 21 people for the August 23rd showing of Partly Cloudy with a Chance of
Meatballs 2.
Tina Hudec, Librarian II, and Cammie Brantley, Branch Manager are taking part in the Library
“11.5” training and are learning how to create a blog and other new technical skills.
Monty Holcomb, Librarian I, hosted four informal weekly chess events and is currently serving as the
primary coordinator (with the help of assistants) for two teen events.
Three Story Times were held during this time period. Children listened to stories, sang songs, interacted
with puppets, played musical instruments and created buildings, trains and trucks using blocks and other
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materials. They also made flower garden pictures for Grandparents’ Day gifts, Hot Air Balloon skyscapes,
and Silly Paperbag Puppets.
The three Family Fun programs presented were Back to School Bingo night, a Grandparents’ Day
Celebration, and an Apple harvest celebration. Among other activities, participants won school supplies
for Bingo prizes, made watercolor painting greeting cards for Grandparents Day, and had an apple tasting
during the Apple Celebration.
The Friends of McCreless held a book sale the weekend of September 6 and 7 and made just under $750
to support branch activities.
Ms. Brantley visited the Billa Learning Center, the Health and Human Services Office and the University
Health Clinic to make connections and distribute information about the Two Freedom Cards initiative.

MEMORIAL
The Memorial branch library hosted a concert to commemorate September 11. The event, entitled A Day
of Remembrance-September 11th Concert, showcased a performance by the Mission Winds, the clarinet
quartet of the Air Force Band of the West. The program has been held for the past two years and has
been well attended.
An art exhibit by Roberto Botello ended in August, and space was cleared for an exhibit by the San Anto
group whose mission it is to foster human and community development through community based arts.
The new exhibit included photographs by San Anto students and helped usher in Hispanic Heritage
Month programming.
The Memorial branch continued offering ESL classes throughout the month of August and September.
Instruction was provided by volunteer ESL teacher Steve Pekarsky.
The families of Memorial Library enjoyed Back-to-School activities during Family Fun and Come and Go
programs by making crafts, listening to stories, and a presentation on the resources that the library has to
offer. In celebration of Library Card Sign-Up Month, children were encouraged to write on the topic, What
the Library Means to Me, along with decorating their own bookmark and library card holder.
Children had a blast creating models using Duplo Bricks as the library partners with the Botanical
Gardens during their Lego program. Children at story time have enjoyed STEM-based, hands–on
activities and programs along with making crafts and singing songs. Grandparents Day celebration
included creating beautiful cards, and listening to funny stories, and performing finger plays.

MISSION
Mission hosted the Harlandale Educator’s Association, Academica Southwest, Academica America,
MetroHealth, the Department of Human Services, a SAWS public meeting, and neighborhood association
gatherings. Voter registration assistance was also offered by UIW students.
Two new programs were offered at the library. On Aug 19 Mission Library started a table tennis program
for adults. The program is run twice a week and is gaining popularity with an average of 11 players per
session. Mission is also hosting a weekly Dark Bishops Chess club. The first program drew 14
participants.
Sept 4 marked the end of Adult Summer Reading at Mission. Adults were invited to share notes,
thoughts, and refreshments. The group was also entertained by a pop culture trivia contest. Winners
received gift books. The event was a big hit.
Mission Teen Services had a total of 12 programs with 190 teens participating for this reporting period.
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Teen Time activities included creating Fall crafts and a Fall/Back to School themed display for the teen
space. Teen Time drew 58 participants.
Dungeons and Dragons night had 28 teens participating. The teens participated in activities that
encourage teamwork and support decision making skills.
Mission Video Game Club had 82 participants during the reporting period. Teens and youth utilized Xbox
360 and Wii gaming consoles along with laptops for access to online games.
The Anime Club made paper fortune cookies that were incorporated into a display. Teen volunteers
provided input on programming ideas, displays, book reviews and blogging. Anime Club had 22 teens
participate.
A highlight of children’s programming this past month was Lego Day. The Mission Friends of the Library
generously sponsored the purchase of $200 worth of Legos and Duplos to add to the library’s existing
sets. Kids of all ages and many adults joined in the fun, displaying immense creativity and collaboration.
Over 60 people utilized the tables and floor of the meeting room to build their creations. Many checked
out Lego books and movies that were displayed throughout the room.
This program was so popular; there are plans to do it again.
Mission is the new meeting place for a large homeschooling group, BASH (Bexar Atascoca Home
Schoolers). This very enthusiastic group meets every Monday morning and is very happy with the
wonderful spaces they are able to occupy for their classes. This location will be the site for BASH’s
enrichment programs for over 60 children from pre-school to high school age. Homeschooling classes
taking place include yoga, poetry workshop, and reader’s theatre, ASL, healthy eating and several more.
Mission will be partnering with BASH to help the students learn library skills, including catalog instruction
and research skills. The children’s librarian is working closely with the group to procure library resources
that may be of use to them.
On Saturday, September 13, Teen Librarian Cynthia Cruz and Library Assistant Servando Peña provided
outreach at the 1st Annual River Arts Fest. The event promotes conservation and sustainability. The
Mission Team offered children the opportunity to create butterflies made out of recycled magazines.

PAN AMERICAN
Tai Chi classes at the Pan American Branch have proven to be very popular with the Southside
community. After an article about the class ran in the Southside Reporter, average attendance has
increased to fifty people every Friday morning. Additionally, Pan American has partnered with Parks and
Recreation to promote fitness classes offered at the branch.
Children’s Services Librarian Carol Collins visited a variety of community daycare centers and gave nine
presentations to 153 people. Additionally, Carol held weekly story times and tween times at the branch.
The Pan American Branch Library held three teen programs during August and September. Finally, the
branch wrapped up the free lunch program in partnership with the San Antonio Food Bank.

PARMAN
Library Assistant Christina Hess has started offering a weekly open forum type program called
Technology Questions Answered. Patrons are welcome to come in with any type of technology question.
Within the first few sessions, the program has grown in popularity so that pre-registration may be
instituted in the near future.
Parman Library hosts a number of recurring adult programs including book clubs, exercise, and
woodcarving. A new Qigong Exercise group has formed and will be meeting at Parman on the 3rd
Thursday of the month. Assistant Manager Amy Miller recently took over the Jane Austen and Friends
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book club. The Parman’s Picks Book Club is hosted by Manager Haley Holmes, and an offsite book club
at The Laurels retirement home is led by Library Assistant Sherrie Sholes.
Staff attended several outreach events in August and September. Children’s Librarian Carrie Vance
spoke to students and parents at Bush Middle School. Ms. Hess and Ms. Sholes each spent an afternoon
at the local HEB during their back to school event.
Read to a Dog has recently been expanded to a weekly program rather than every other week due to
demand. Ms. Miller hosted the Grandparent’s Day program at Parman. Twenty participants enjoyed
stories, crafts, and refreshments. Ms. Vance put together another successful Wee Wiggle Dance Party for
toddlers. About 150 parents and children attended this hour long structure free dance party.
The DIY U (Do It Yourself University) Fall semester has started. The first class Drawing: Line and Form
was taught by Circulation Attendant Elissa Vura. Ms. Vura is teaching a series of three drawing classes
focusing on three perspectives. Autumn Wreaths taught by Sherrie Sholes had participants using simple
materials (mainly coat hangers and fabric strips) to create beautiful wreaths to be displayed in the home.
Both classes received rave reviews.

PRUITT
School is back in session at the Molly Pruitt Library. Summer Reading was a great success. Many
families visited the library to complete their reading logs, grab their prizes, and enjoy acknowledgement of
their successes. Children’s programming continued through the month of August to keep families aware
that the library has activities to enjoy. Programming centered on the theme of Fizz, Boom, Read.
Librarian Cynthia Saenz has started her outreach with St. Thomas More and has attended Meet the
Teacher nights at Hartman and Camelot Elementary. Upcoming outreach activities will involve informing
the community of all the great resources the library has to offer at several literacy night events. Girls Inc.
has returned to partner with the library to provide self-awareness classes for ‘tween girls.
Rae Downen has also been busy keeping the teens occupied at Pruitt. Kids have been involved with
making sand sculptures, discussing anime and manga, playing chess, and preparing to volunteer on the
Teen Library Leadership Committee.
Adults at the Pruitt library came in third in the first annual Read Our Book Challenge. Family Chess Night
has resumed. The Springhill Book Club will be reading Divergent by Veronica Roth. The TGIF Book Club
is discussing The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion. The Book Was Better discussed The Butler. Kim
Wygant has been teaching crochet to interested students.

SAN PEDRO
San Pedro librarians Wilson Plunkett and Diane Backhus have been reviewing the adult collections.
Some materials, including some excellent DVD’s, have been made available to other locations. They are
also working with Collection Development to enhance and enlarge the Express Collection.
Mr. Plunkett has also been contacting area assisted living and senior living sites to coordinate
partnerships between the two organizations.
The Tuesday evening chess group continues to be popular. There are usually four to ten players per
week. The age range is from children to adult.
Children’s Librarian Betsy Dalton presented monthly story times to children at Educare Child Care Center
(two classes), and Monte Vista Montessori (two classes). Fifteen books were also delivered to each child
care class for their use during the month.
Ms. Dalton resumed her weekly Kids Time for Kindergarten through 5th grade students on August 27. On
September 3 a group of children enjoyed creating with LEGOs and DUPLOs on LEGO Day at the Library.
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On Wednesday, Sept 10, three visitors were able to make elephant toothpaste. The experiment involved
yeast, food coloring, and hydrogen peroxide.
Ms. Dalton attended SET Coaching Training and the Adjusting and Correcting Fines class. She continues
to serve on the Committee of Thinkers subcommittee, the iPad subcommittee, and the Literary Committee
of children’s librarians.

SEMMES
The bi-weekly Yu-Gi-Oh! game club continues to be popular at Semmes. At the August 17 meeting, 24
young adults enjoyed trading cards and battling one another to be Yu-Gi-Oh! Champ.
Children’s Librarian I, Shannon Seglin, had another good showing for her Beginner Book Club on August
19. The group read one of Mo Willems’ Elephant and Piggie books. One generous mom donated a set of
Elephant and Piggie masks to the library, for the club to use. Ms. Seglin and Randi Jones, Children’s
Librarian II, are planning on having an Elephant and Piggie themed tea party this fall.
Lego Day, held on September 3, was very popular. 30 people came and enjoyed playing with Legos
during the morning session. The afternoon session was also very popular with 31 people attending. Due
to the popularity of Lego Day, staff is considering starting a monthly Lego Club at the Branch.
The Friends of the Semmes Branch Library held a book sale on September 6. The sale was very
successful with the total profits coming in around $1,600. Staff is grateful for all of the hard work that Judy
Wilson and the Friends put in for these sales.

THOUSAND OAKS
Children’s Activities
The fall session of children’s programs started Aug. 28 and after a three-week break after the busy
summer months. This fall Thousand Oaks is offering Toddler Time, Story Time, Lego Time and Come and
Go Crafts. The Scholastic Literacy Caravan made its annual visit on August 28. Thousand Oaks had a
Lego Day on Sept. 4, and more than 30 kids came out to use their imaginations to build, build, and build.
The Summer Reading Club concluded on Aug. 31, and Thousand Oaks had 1157 children sign up! That
was a large increase from 2013!
Children’s Librarian Leslie Elsasser continued her monthly outreach to the Little Engine Learning Center
on Sept. 10, and she presented three story time programs for the children.
Teen Time
Thousand Oaks teens made felt bookmarks, watched movies, and created Zentangles this month.
Librarian Rhonda Woolhouse continues to come up with new and interesting programs for the teens, and
her enthusiasm and innovation is much appreciated by the teens who visit the branch each and every
Wednesday.
Book Groups
Thousand Oaks hosted two lively book groups in August and September. The Thursday Afternoon Book
Group met on August 21 to discuss The Weird Sisters by Eleanor Brown. The title was generally well
received by the group, but a few dissenters were heard from. The Monday Night Book Group met
September 8 and discussed the Science Fiction classic Left Hand of Darkness by Ursula Le Guin. The
general consensus was that while it was an interesting read it does not have quite the same impact as
when it was first written.
Programming/Events
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To celebrate Grandparents Day on September 7, Thousand Oaks was one of six libraries that held a
program for grandparents to make Memory Jars to share with their grandchildren. Attendance was not
what we hoped for, but the folks who did partake of the event were extremely pleased we offered it.
Thousand Oaks hosted an Adult Summer Reading Closing Party on September 13. Music was provided
by the duo Optical Arrest, and a number of yummy treats were available for patrons wanting to come in
and celebrate the completion of the Adult Summer Reading Program.

TOBIN AT OAKWELL
Tobin Library at Oakwell remained closed until September 2, 2014 when the branch was reopened after
an Extreme Library Makeover. The branch received a new security camera system, additional furniture,
enhancements to WiFi service, a new Adult reading area, upgrades to the Teen Services area, and
underwent HVAC repair and service and landscaping and parking lot improvements. Patrons and visitors
have remarked how the library looks so much larger and brighter from the updates. Employees are
enjoying a newly created break room and painted workroom as well as all the other improvements.

WESTFALL
Temporary furniture has arrived, laptop computers have arrived and lots of books have been placed on
the shelves as the branch establishes the Learn @ SAPL Center. Adult Education Specialist Deborah
Carter has been busy conducting outreach visits throughout the community to discuss Westfall Branch
Library’s Learn @ SAPL Center, which plans a soft opening soon. She and her counterpart, Sonia Colon
from Bazan Branch Library, visited the Empowerment Center at San Antonio College, Each One Teach
One, numerous Adult Education centers and a Northside Independent School District staff meeting.
Deborah already has been helping Westfall patrons improve their technology skills and has a few
interested in bettering their reading skills.
Children’s Librarian Imelda Merino conducted two outreach visits, one to Baskin Elementary School and
the second to Wilson Elementary School. Mrs. Merino also had about 30 children and big people attend
the Lego Days event.
Assistant Branch Manager Jernell Williams, who facilitates the Third Thursday Book Discussion Group,
led a lively talk about Kate Morton’s The House on Riverton. Members of the group in turn recommended
the title to their friends and members of other book groups. One said: “It’s just like Downton Abbey.”
Librarian I Karen Sagun led a discussion on Malcolm Gladwell’s The Outliers when the Stranger Than
Fiction Book Group met. Both book discussion groups have a very healthy attendance.
Westfall and the Extension Service have forged a partnership to offer weekly classes in nutrition during
September.

District 2 Branch Library
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Description: Development of a branch library in Council District 2.
Funds: $6,000,000 (2012 Bond); $100,000 (Public Art Piece)
Location/District: 5.73 acre site on US Hwy 87 East near Fosters Meadow Road / District 2
City Architect: Stacy Gonzales
Project Architect: O’Neill Conrad Oppelt Architects, Inc. (OCO)
Design Enhancement: Cakky Brawly – Artist from San Antonio
Construction Contract: TBD
Estimated Completion Date: FY 2016
Project Scope:
Development of a Branch Library in Council District 2. There is a commitment for a donation of land for
this project, as such funding does not include resources for the acquisition of land
Current Status:
Library Board voted March 27 to accept property donation for new library, contingent on the completion of
due diligence. Planning Commission approval was received on May 22nd, and City Council approval for
acceptance of donated land was given August 8.
Design Kick-off meeting was held with OCO Architects on Sept. 12th.
The first public input meeting was held on Sept. 21st at Sinclair Elementary School. On September 25th
an input session was held with the Library Board of Trustees.
The Owner Project Requirement meeting (OPR) was held on October 1st in the Central Auditorium. A
library staff input meeting was held on October 12. On November 13th, the Facilities Committee
recommended accepting an additional donation of land from Mr. Schaefer that would allow for a possible
driveway into the as yet developed subdivision. The Library Board of Trustees approved accepting the
land donation at their December 4th meeting. A staff meeting was held January 16 to finalize
programming requirements. Conceptual floor and site plan was recommended for approval by Facilities
Committee on February 12, and was approved by the Board of Trustees February 26. A second public
input session was held on February 20, 2014 at Sinclair Elementary School. HDRC gave conceptual
approval of the project on May 7th. Bi-Weekly project team meetings are being held as Architectural team
continues developing design documents.
The selected artist has been introduced to the design team and will begin developing conceptual themes
for the project. An artist workshop was held on April 30 to receive input from selected stakeholders.
Conceptual approval of the artwork was presented to the Facilities Committee and Library Board at their
August meetings and approved. Final design development documents were presented to the Facilities
Committee and Library Board at their August meetings and approved. Final design approval was given by
HDRC at their September 3rd meeting. A Community Public Art Workshop was held on September 11th at
the Sinclair Elementary School.
__________________________________________________________________

District 6 Branch Library Outlet Site
Description: Development of a branch library site in Council District 6.
Funds: $1,400,000 (2012 Bond)
Location/District: TBD/District 6
City Architect: Stacy Gonzales
Project Architect: TBD
Design Enhancement: N/A
Construction Contract: TBD
Estimated Completion Date: TBD
Project Scope:
Development of a branch library site in Council District 6
Current Status:
Library staff met with Councilman Lopez to provide an update on the project, solicit his feedback
regarding the target area and to obtain feedback regarding service model options. Staff met again with
CM Lopez on August 29, 2013 to explore a potential opportunity for Library Outlet. Outlet would be
approx. 5,000 sf co-located in a 40,000 sf recreation center. On September 25th, an executive session of
the Library Board of Trustees was held regarding proposed Real Estate transaction. Additional
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discussions were held at an executive session of the June 25th Board meeting regarding this project.
Presentation was made by TCI to Facilities Committee and Library Board at their August meetings
detailing the latest developments for this project.
__________________________________________________________________

Encino Branch Library
Description: Development of a branch library site in Council District 9.
Funds: $7,000,000 (2012 Bond); $100,000 (Public Art Piece)
Location/District: 2515 East Evans Road/District 9
City Architect: Stacy Gonzales
Project Architect: Alvidrez Architects
Design Enhancement: Joe O’Connell & Blessing Hancock - Artists from Tucson, AZ
Construction Contract: Davila Construction
Estimated Completion Date: May 2015
Project Scope:
Development of a branch library in Council District 9. This project will require the purchase of land.
Funding includes acquisition of the land
Current Status:
Library Board voted February 27, 2013 to accept offer for property located along Evans Road, west of
HWY 281. Planning commission approved on March 27. City Council approved purchase on May 2,
2013. Property closed on May 10th, and all locks were re-keyed after ownership transfer to secure
building. Staff has begun scoping meetings with Alvidrez Architects.
Owner Project Requirement meeting (OPR) was held on Sept. 6th at the Central Library Auditorium.
First public input meeting was held on October 12 at Encino Park Elementary School. On October 23rd an
input session was held with the Library Board of Trustees. A library staff input meeting was held on
October 30th. A Second public input session was held on November 20th at 2515 East Evans Road from
6:30-8:00pm. On December 4th, Library Board of Trustees approved a conceptual floor plan for the
facility. Floor plan, exterior elevations and selected finishes were shown to the Library Board of Trustees
on February 27, 2014 and approved. HDRC approval was given on March 7th for this project. A third
public community meeting was held on March 24th at the library site, 2515 East Evans Rd. to update the
community on project progress. Bi-Weekly project team meetings are being held as Architectural team is
finalizing construction documents. Construction documents were completed in May, and on May 28th a
pre-submittal conference was held for all interested contractors to review the project. Construction bids
will be open for public disclosure on June 17th, and a review committee will determine qualified low-bid
contractor. Project is scheduled to go before City Council for approval of construction contract on August
21, and construction began on August 27th. A Transformation Launch Event was held on September 9 at
9:00am at the building site.
At the June 25th Board meeting, the Board approved the geographic name “Encino Branch Library”. The
Naming Committee held a public comment meeting on August 23 at the building site.
The selected artist has been introduced to the design team and began developing conceptual themes for
the project. Conceptual design was presented and approved at the July 23rd Library Board of Trustees
meeting. A public input meeting was held on July 24th at the building site for community feedback
regarding the public art content.
__________________________________________________________________

Central Library
Description: Renovations, repairs, upgrades and space reconfiguration to the Central Library facility
Funds: $4,000,000 (2012 Bond)
Location/District: 600 Soledad / District 1
City Architect: Stacy Gonzales
Project Architect: Marmon Mok
Design Enhancement: N/A
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Construction Contract: TBD
Estimated Completion Date: FY 2017
Project Scope:
Renovations, repairs, upgrades and space reconfiguration to the Central Library facility
Current Status: Preliminary meeting with the selected Architectural firm (Marmon Mok) has been held to
finalize their contract scope. Kick-off meeting was held on Sept. 17, 2013. Marmon Mok is currently
designing 1st floor restroom renovations to coincide with Café Commerce project. Additional planning
meetings have been held with Marmon Mok to finalize project scope for FY 2014. Scope to include new
carpet in public areas on floors 2, 5 & 6; restroom renovation to all public restrooms; installation of new
exterior sign along Soledad Street; staff and collection moves associated with Café Commerce project;
Audio/Visual improvements to Auditorium and other assorted mechanical, electrical and HVAC repairs.
Work has been completed at the 1st floor restrooms adjacent to Connect Space, and at the restrooms
adjacent to the auditorium. Carpet replacement contract for 2nd, 5th and 6th floors was approved by City
Council on June 12th. Carpet replacement for the Chihuly area on the 2nd floor is complete. Collection
and staff moves relative to Café Commerce Phase 2 are complete. A/V improvements to Auditorium
have been completed, and a new podium has been installed in the auditorium. Assorted building repairs
highlighted in the 2009 Facilities Assessment Study have been completed. Exterior sign has been
installed, and lighting was also added for illumination of the sign. Lights were also installed to illuminate
the flags, so security guards will no longer need to raise and lower the flags each day. Design for the
Teen Space has been completed, and a pre-bid meeting was held on August 28th. Bid opening
scheduled for September 16th. Staff moves to accommodate the Teen Center space include ILL
Department, which has moved from 3rd floor to basement, Facilities Department has been moved from 2nd
floor to basement, Periodicals department has been moved from 6th floor to 2nd floor, and Marketing will
move from 3rd floor to newly designed area on 6th floor. Carpet installation for 2nd, 5th and 6th floors is in
progress, and has been substantially completed on the 2nd and 5th floors. Work continues on the 6th floor
and all carpet installation is scheduled to be complete by September 30. Elevator replacement of the 4
public elevators at Central is underway, and is being partially funded by the Bond project. Work on the 6th
floor marketing area began on September 11th, and is scheduled to be complete in early November.
Marmon Mok is currently working with consultants to provide a life safety assessment of Central Library,
as well as a security assessment. They are also working with their HVAC consultant to provide plans and
specs to replace the aging computer control system and outdated HVAC components throughout the
building.
__________________________________________________________________

2014 Facilities Assessment Study
Description: Repairs and improvements to 8 Branch Libraries
Funds: $1,492,000 (Deferred Maintenance Funding)
District: 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 10
Project Architect: Debra J. Dockery Architect, PC.
Design Enhancement: None
Construction Contract: BES / Job Order Contractor system (CIMS) / Vendor Contracts
Original Target Completion Date: September 30, 2014
Project Scope: Make branch repairs and improvements, based in part on the April, 2009 Facilities
Assessment Study conducted by Debra J. Dockery Architect, PC. Some additional repair items identified
since the 2009 FAS study have also been included in this work. There will also be three Extreme Library
makeovers completed at Carver, Cortez and Tobin at Oakwell Libraries.
Current Status:
1st quarter projects: Work at Guerra (retainer block repair) and Maverick (roof, irrigation and wall repair)
has been completed.
2nd quarter projects: Work at Landa (interior painting, roof repairs, front door replacement and other
building repairs) and Johnston (parking lot improvements and security camera installation) has been
completed
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3rd quarter projects: Work at Cortez (Extreme Library Makeover) and Westfall (interior and exterior
improvements) has been completed
4th quarter projects: Work at Tobin at Oakwell (Extreme Library Makeover) has been completed. Work
at Carver (Extreme Library makeover) began on September 2, and the branch will remain closed through
September 28. All work to be complete by September 30, 2014.
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