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Texana / Genealogy
San Antonio Public Library Texana / Genealogy
Find Texana / Genealogy online by visiting mysapl.org/texana. Here you will find the On this
day in San Antonio blog, past issues of South Texas Researcher, information about upcoming
classes and guides to help you in your genealogy research.
Texana / Genealogy Department is located on the sixth floor of the Central Library, 600
Soledad 78205. The department is open to the public Tuesdays through Saturdays:
Tuesday

12:00pm ‐ 8:00 pm

Wednesday 9:00 am ‐ 5:00 pm
Thursday

12:00pm ‐ 8:00 pm

Friday

9:00 am ‐ 5:00 pm

Saturday

9:00 am ‐ 5:00 pm

Library Guides from Texana / Genealogy
The Library Guides are subject bibliographies with a current twist‐databases, websites, event
schedule, blogs, as well as books. The department now has the following guides on the
library's website under Resources:
Cemeteries
Civil War
Civil War in Texas
Death
Family History
HeritageQuest Online
Hispanic Genealogical Research
Jewish Genealogy
King James Bible
La Meri
Local History
Texas History

The Wild West
Special Collections
World War I

Events & Classes
44th Annual Texas Folklife Festival
The Friends of Texana/Genealogy will be
hosting the Heritage of Family Name
booth at the 44th Folklife Festival on
Saturday and Sunday, 13‐14 June 2015.
Stop by and let us find the origin and
meaning of your Family Surname.
Receive a free certificate with your
surname's, origin and meaning.
June 13‐14, 2015
The Institute of Texan Cultures
801 E. Cesar Chavez Blvd.
Call 210.207.2500 for more information.
(Ask for Texana/Genealogy)

New Publications
Genetic Genealogy: The Basics and Beyond
(GENEALOGY 599.935 DOOLIN‐AULICINO)
List of the Free Black Heads of Families in the First Census of the United States, 1790
(GENEALOGY 973.0496 NEWMAN)
Letters from Prison: Jefferson Davis to His Wife, 1865‐1866
(GENEALOGY 973.713 DAVIS)
Colonial Augusta: "Key of the Indian Country"
(GENEALOGY 975.8 RICHMOND)

Long Dark Road: Bill King and Murder in Jasper, TX
(TEXANA 364.1423 AINSLIE)
Unruly Waters: A Social and Environmental History of the Brazos River
TEXANA 976.4 ARCHER)
Battlefield of Rosillo, March 29, 1813
(TEXANA 976.402 MARSHALL)
Texas Rangers
(TEXANA 976.405 PARSONS)
Huntsville
(TEXANA 976.4169 LITTLEJOHN)
The History and Records of San Patricio de Bexar Church at Bexar, Texas
(TEXANA 976.435 SAN PATRICIO)
Brownsville: Memories of Home
(TEXANA 976.4495 BROWNSVILLE)

Community Partners

Los Bexareños Genealogical and Historical Society
Meetings are normally held at 9:30 a.m. at the Central Library Auditorium.
Visitors are welcome to attend. Membership is not required. Speakers at the
meetings are people with a passion for history, professional historians,
genealogists, archaeologists and researchers.
For the June Meeting
Date: June 6, 2015
Speaker: Erika Arrendondo‐Haskins
Topic: The Hispanic Center of Texas: Research Center, Library and Museum
The Center's current and future educational programs, exhibits and collections will be
discussed as well as the opening of The HHCTX Museum in the Fall 2015. Now, more than
ever, The HHCTX shines new light on Hispanic history. The HHCTX works to ensure that our
collections, exhibitions, research, publications and educational programs all support the
Center's mission.
Ms. Arredondo‐Haskins comes from a long line of prominent military and business leaders.
She descends directly from Sergeant Major Diego Ramón, co‐founder of Mission San Francisco

de Solano, the same mission to eventually be known as the Alamo. Her ancestors also include
the 14th Family of the Canary Islanders who established the Villa de San Fernando de Béxar in
1731. She has devoted many years of scholarly research to Don Domingo Bustillo, as she is a
direct descendant of the well‐esteemed Bustillo family who were heavily involved in the
business and civic affairs of early San Antonio.
In addition to being the Executive Director at The Hispanic Heritage Center of Texas, she is a
scholar, a proud and active member of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas Alamo Couriers
Chapter, a YMCA advisory board member, an active member of the St Peters Women's ACTS
Team and a parishioner at San Fernando Cathedral where she serves as a Lector and an Extra
Ordinary Minister of the Eucharist. This year she will be graduating with her Ph.D in
Leadership Studies from Our Lady of the Lake University.
Note: In November, 2009, the Society rented a building on the campus of Holy Rosary Parish
to house our Library. The Parish is located at 159 Camino Santa Maria just north of Culebra Rd.
The Library is manned by volunteers on Saturdays, except the 1st Saturday of the month. The
hours are 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. There is no charge to use the Library and one need not be a
member of the Society.
Help for the beginning genealogists:
The Society assists individuals in getting started with genealogical research through beginner's
workshops. Beginners also receive assistance from the more experienced members of the
Society.
Contact one of the following individuals by email or phone to schedule an appointment:
Dennis Moreno
Yolanda Patiño

210.647.5607
210.434.3530

Southwest Vaqueros Third Tuesday Meetings
Southwest Vaqueros was founded by Al Lowman and his friends
when he was a researcher and writer for the Institute of Texan
Cultures. Among his friends were John Woodhull and Charlie Schreiner III. His personal
library and collection are now housed in the Cushing Library at the TAMU
campus. Southwest Vaqueros is a Corral of Westerners International.
Third Tuesday of the month, 6:30pm
Papa Dante's Italian Restaurant
8607 FM 1976
Converse, TX 78109
Call 210.418.4087 or email jltolleson@sbcglobal.net for more information.

San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society

In addition to Beginner and Intermediate Genealogy classes, the San Antonio Genealogical &
Historical Society is offering its Sunday afternoon How to Find Out Who You Are classes. Cost
is $5.00 for members, $10 for non‐members. Call 210.342.5242 or click on the "Ask Us"
button on the website for reservations.
With over 16,500 volumes, 600+ maps, a large vertical file collection and internet access to
several great databases, the SAG&HS Library is one of the best private repositories of
genealogical and historical material in South Texas.
The San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society Library is located at 911 Melissa Drive, off
Blanco Rd, outside Loop 410 and is open Monday 10am ‐ 4pm, Wednesday 10 am ‐9pm,
Saturday 10am ‐ 4pm and Sunday 1 ‐ 5pm. Members research free. Non‐members may
research for a $5.00 donation per day. Tours of the library are free. For more information,
visit www.txsaghs.org

Los Tejanos
The Institute of Texan Cultures presents
an exhibit on the Tejano experience.
A thematic approach to 500 years of
history, the exhibit draws upon major
themes in Tejano life: migration, making
a living, struggles for inclusion, and
cultural traditions.

Images of the San Antonio
Missions
25 April ‐ 29 August 2015
Discover the Ice Age
opens May 23
Bodies Revealed
opens October 3

All the Rage in Paris
Diaghilev's Ballets Russes,
1909‐1929
18 February ‐ 21 June 2015
Design, Fashion, Theatre
The Art of Pochoir in France,
1910‐1930
18 February ‐ 21 June 2015
Paul Villinski: Burst
7 August 2014 ‐ 26 July 2015

The Three Worlds of José
Arpa y Perea: Spain, Mexico,
and San Antonio
18 April ‐ 21 June 2015
The Three Worlds of Jose
Arpa y Parea: Spain, Mexico
and San Antonio
18 April ‐ 28 June 2015
Jamie Wyeth
25 April ‐ 5 July 2015

News
Help for Texas Flood Victims to
Salvage Wet Documents and
Heirlooms
Conservators and students at The
University of Texas at Austin's School of
Information are available to provide
advice and limited disaster recovery
assistance to help this weekend's flood
victims salvage damaged family
treasures. Wet papers and photographs,
textiles, scrapbooks, books and other
sentimental objects should be frozen, if possible, and not thrown out, the conservators say.
Losing such items can be devastating after disasters such as floods. Luckily, many things can
be salvaged with proper guidance.
Details may be found in the University of Texas at Austin web site at https://goo.gl/kj9NXR.

Back Up Your Genealogy Files!
It is the first of the month. It's time to back up your genealogy files. Then test your backups!
Actually, you can make backups at any time. However, it is easier and safer if you have a
specific schedule. The first day of the month is easy to remember, so I would suggest you
back up your genealogy files at least on the first day of every month, if not more often.
Of course, you might want to back up more than your genealogy files. Family photographs,
your checkbook register, all sorts of word processing documents, email messages, and much
more need to be backed up regularly. Why not do that on the first day of each month?

From the Archives
The Worst Flood in San Antonio's history ‐ September 9, 1921

37 BODIES FOUND; DEAD MAY TOTAL 200
PROPERTY LOSS ESTIMATED 5 MILLIONS

RELIEF WORK PROCEEDS AT RAPID PACE
Area Two Miles Wide and Six Miles Long In City Swept by
Most Disastrous Flood in San Antonio's History, Which Comes
Without Warning After Cloudburst in Olmos Valley ‐ San Antonio
River Overflows and Floods Business District for Many
Blocks While San Pedro and Alazan Creeks Sweep Wide Path
Through West Side Residence District ‐ Estimates are Loss of
Life Vary from 100 to as High as 500 ‐ People Are Caught
Without Warning ‐ Thousands Rescued by Police, Firemen,
Soldiers and Volunteer Workers ‐ Work of Aiding Homeless
and Injured Is Undertaken by Committees Organized Saturday
Morning ‐ Food, Clothing and Funds Urgently Needed.

With a known death list of 37 and which may total 200 or more when all the missing
people are accounted for and with a property loss estimated conservatively at not less than
five million dollars, San Antonio was swept by flood waters due to heavy rainfall, shortly
after midnight Saturday.
The flood waters from the San Antonio river and from Alazan creek and small tributaries,
inundated an area approximately two miles long by one‐half mile wide including the heart of
the business section and a portion of the residence section along River avenue and adjacent
streets as well as the thickly populated West Side where today, thousands of Mexicans are
homeless and their dead not yet counted.
This flood is the greatest disaster in the history of San Antonio. The water rose almost to
the mezzanine floor of the Gunter hotel. Such structures as the Brady building, Wolff and
Marx department store, Stowers, St. Mary's church and school buildings, the St. Anthony
hotel, the Elks club (formerly the Travis club), several hospitals, the central telephone
exchange, the city hall and police and fire headquarters and countless other structures along
the low‐lying river valley were in the pathway of the flood.
These were the things visible to the eye when day dawned, cloudy, gloomy and
threatening. But what occurred in the blackness of the night when scores of men, women
and children met death in the oil‐coasted waters of the flood, as houses collapsed, bridges
were swept out, trees and electric light and telephone poles dropped with a crash and their
wires became entangled with the other wreckage is something that will never be known in
detail. Countless acts of heroism are current, as civilians and soldiers, forgetful of personal
safety, braved the currents and floating debris to carry women and children to places of
safety. Thousands of families along the river were rescued before daybreak by men who
worked the long hours, often neck deep in water, risking their lives almost every minute of
that time to save others.
And in keeping with such heroic acts were the tragedies that always accompany a disaster
of such wide extent. Babies were swept from mother‐arms and lost in the floodwaters,
mothers were carried away and children rescued, fathers were lost saving little ones and
today there are widows and orphans in San Antonio who shudder at the mere thought of
their experiences of the night. And there are numerous other people who do not know ‐ yet,
whether they are widows or orphans, who are awaiting the outcome of the search for
bodies among the debris‐strewn streets and river banks.

The people of San Antonio were caught without warning. The rainfall which actually
caused the flood fell after 8 o'clock Friday evening in the hills along the Olmos.
Unquestionably, there was a cloudburst. The electric display was the most vivid ever seen
here as lightning flashed almost continuously and the thunder boomed and reverberated
through the heavens. While torrents of rain were still falling in the streets of San Antonio
and the residents, unable to get out because of the downpour went early to bed, a roar was
heard, subdued by ominous as the floodwaters broke upon the town.
Following the river and Alazan creek and small tributaries of both, the flood waters swept
upon the city with terrific force. "It was impossible to stand on your feet against the swift
current," said one man who escaped from his home by wading before the crest of the flood
struck. "I got away early, as the first waters rose in my home and even then, I was
compelled to cling to buildings, trees, fences and wreckage to get out. I could not stand
upright against the force of the water. When the crest came, a few minutes later, I do not
believe any human being could have withstood it."
In some parts of the city, a wall of water variously described as 10 to 30 feet high, struck
with a rush that carried houses from their foundations, swept motor cars away, destroyed
concrete bridges, tore down trees and pole and ripped up the paving in the streets like so
many pebbles.
"I seized hold of a picket fence," said one youth, "just as the flood struck. The fence was
torn away and when I got out, I still held one of the pickets in my hand. I do not know how I
got out."
Large homes were swept about on the flood's crest as though they were paper boxes.
Some of them were swept along until they encountered trees or other obstacles when they
were wrecked and boards and timbers of all kinds whipped about like clubs in the water
undoubtedly brought death to many. In fact some of the bodies taken from the flood waters
and awaiting identification in the morgues, were cut and crushed and bruised as though
beaten with a mighty flail.
Through the darkness of the night, the terrified screams of women and children echoed
now and then across the flood waters. Men and women sank to their knees in the mud and
water and prayed. Others ran about in distracted manner, seeking relatives and friends,
talking incoherently, weeping and wailing.
When the waters reached the business section of the city, they came with the same rapid
swirl with which they swept the residence portions. But after the first rush of waters when
the river and Alazan creek left their banks, it was possible for rescuers to work at the edge of
the flood retreating steadily backward like a battle line yielding inch by inch before the
charges of an enemy. The waters quickly swept up and down Houston and Commerce
streets for blocks, running over sidewalks and into basements and rising steadily ever higher
and higher.
They quickly made their way from street to street, up alleys, miniature waves slapping
against the sides of the buildings angrily. Now and then a piece of wreckage was tossed here
and there through the streets until it collided with a show window. Then "Bang! Crash!"
went a shower of glass and merchandise was seized by the waters and carried out and away

while a thick film of crude oil, muddy ooze and gravel spread through a once spotless store
in the heart of San Antonio's retail district.
Quickly marshaling their forces, the fire and police department responded nobly and
wholeheartedly to the call for rescuers. At every danger point, wherever people were
appealing for aid, the blue coated figures of San Antonio's policemen and firemen could be
seen, doing yeoman service without thought of personal safety.
About midnight, as it became apparent that the waters were still rising, a big truck rumbled
into San Antonio and stopped short. A sharp command rang out and a detachment of khaki
clad soldiers sprang into the streets, fixed bayonets and swung away in column of twos for
the flood area. Within a few minutes, they were dong sentry duty as thought they had not
been called from sleep suddenly to protect a city beset with death and disaster. A few
minutes more and a clatter of hooves sounded on the pavement, there was a splashing of
water at the edge of the flood area, a sharp word of command and the mounted troops from
Ft. Sam Houston and Camp Travis went into action ‐ not to take life but to save life. The men
rode their horses into the flood and aided in bringing out men, women and children.
Soldiers on foot gave aid at every turn and soon civilians, soldiers, policemen and firemen
were intermingled in the great task of saving lives.
All this went on in complete darkness, except for countless flashlights, smoking kerosene
lanterns and motor car spotlights which gleamed and danced and flickered here and there
through the flood area like dozens of big glowworms. "Bring that light here, Buddy,"
somebody yelled. "Here's a poor kid half‐drowned."
"Give a hand here you fellers, let's get these women out of this," said another voice.
"Where's the baby, find the baby!" screamed a woman and a dozen men sprang forward
breast deep into the rising flood for the baby that was not there.
The area was so intense and the number of workers so pitfully small for the job in hand that
much of the tragic scene will never be recorded. There is none left to tell.
In many localities, the rescue work resolved itself into a sort of neighborhood affair. Men
with the instinct of natural leaders stepped forth from little neighborhood groups, gave
orders that were obeyed, perfected half‐organized rescue parties and carried dozens and
dozens of people from the flood district. In other spots, neighbors aided neighbors. Men
brought their families to safety, left them with other families and joined other men in a
return to the flood area for those in need of aid.
Homes were thrown open in the middle of the nigh for fainting women, crying children and
aged men. Yet with all the efforts put forth in many directions, it is certain that scores and
scores of men and women and children were swept to death as the flood waters covered the
lowlands.
While these scenes were being enacted within the city limits, what was taking place down
the valley of the San Antonio river, can only be guessed at. Nobody knows yet how many
farm houses have been flood swept nor what the loss of life in the rural section immediately
adjacent to this city will be.
San Antonio is confronted with an immediate problem of housing and caring for thousands
of homeless people, many of whom have lost everything but the clothing they now wear.
And some of them got away only in night gowns or pajamas.
Aside from the immediate problems of caring for the homeless and helpless, the city is

confronted with a vast problem in protecting the health of the community. The water
supply has been impaired, how greatly cannot be ascertained. There are several hundred
blocks of paved streets destroyed so that immediate repairs cannot be made. They must be
entirely repaved at even greater than the original cost for they are filled with debris, mud
and water.
The city has perhaps 500 building with basements full of mud, water, slime and coatings of
crude oil which entered the flood when fuel tanks were destroyed in its path. There are
piles of debris from twenty to thirty feet high, dead animals, human bodies, decaying
vegetation and pools of muddy, reeking, stagnant water to be cared for immediately.
Faced with this situation, the people of the city with true San Antonio spirit, immediately
began the work of restoration. As the church bells of the city rang out over the flood‐swept
area announcing the dawn, Saturday morning, employes of the various business
establishments in the pathway of the flood appeared in overalls and began the task of
restoration. Scores of men, some of them in bathing suits were in engaged within an hour,
in removing water and debris from the shops and office buildings, hotels and homes. The
city's street forces were put to work immediately and rapid progress is being made. But it
will of necessity be weeks and perhaps months before complete restoration is possible.
A few cases of looting were reported; the first within a few hours after the flood struck the
business section. But prompt action by police and military forces stopped any widespread
looting. Looters, thieves and the like will be drastically dealt with, the authorities
announced. People are urged not to frequent the downtown streets except on necessary
business and to remain out of the flood district unless they have business there, particularly
at night.
San Antonio Light
Saturday, September 10, 1921
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